‘ 9_upr.indd 1

Lidice tragedy

Lidicka tragedie

Lidice u Kladna were burned down on 10" June 1942. The pretext of this massacre became a let-
ter addressed to Anna MARUSCAKOVA, an employee of Palaba company, which was retained by her
director Jaroslav PALA. The letter could have looked like written by one of the parachutists who as-
sassinated the Acting Reich Protector of the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. This was later
disregarded. In reality, the real reason for writing the letter was an attempt of Vaclav RIHA to end his
marital infidelity. Because of the nature of the letter, the owner of the factory Jaroslav PALA decided
to report it to the Gestapo. Investigation ensued and since it came to light that the writer of the letter
sent regards via Anna to the family of Josef HORAK from Lidice, who was serving with the RAF, the vil-
lage was burned down, men older than fifteen years were executed, women were taken to concentra-
tion camps (sixty of them did not survive by the end of the war), some children were sent to Germany
to be germanized and eighty two others were probably murdered in the Nazi extermination camp in
Chetmno nad Nerem in Poland.

Lidice u Kladna byly vypaleny 10. €ervna 1942. Zaminkou se stal dopis, ktery byl adresovan za-
mestnankynifirmy Palaba Anné Marusc¢akove a ktery byl zachycen jejim feditelem Jaroslavem Palovu.
Mohl budit dojem, Ze ho napsal jeden z parasutist(, ktery proved| atentat na zastupuijiciho fisského
protektora Reinharda Heydricha, coz se ale pozdéji neprokazalo. Skutecnym divodem k napsani
dopisu byla ve skutecnosti snaha jeho autora ukoncit manzelskou neveru. S chledem na vyzneni
dopisu se majitel tovarny Jaroslav Pala rozhodl nahlasit ho na gestapo. Nasledovalo vysetrovani,
a protoze vyslo najevo, ze pisatel dopisu nechal prostrednictvim Anny pozdravovat rodinu Josefa
Horaka z Lidic, ktery slouzil u RAF, byla vysledkem obec vypalena, muzi nad patnact let zastreleni,
zeny byly odvezeny do koncentraénich tabort (§edesat z nich se nedoZilo konce valky), nékteré déti
byly dany do Nemecka na ponemceni, ty dvaaosmdesat dalsich bylo pravdepodobné zavrazdéno
v nacistickém vyhlazovacim tabore v Chelmnu nad Nerem v Polsku.

Burned remains of Lidice.

Vypalené pozistatky Lidic.

In reaction to this tragedy, the Lidice Shall Live movement was established in Great Britain. The
movement was started by a member of the municipal council in Stoke-on-Trent Barnett STROSS who,
together with miners from the entire world, proposed that Lidice should be rebuilt. He contributed
very significantly to this objective, and not only financially. Lidice resident Josef HORAK was also
active in this movement.

V reakci na to vzniklo ve Velké Britanii hnuti Lidice Shall Live. To odstartoval ¢len méstské rady ve
Stoke—on—-Trent Barnett Stross, ktery spolu s horniky celého sveta navrhl znovuvybudovani Lidic, ke kte-
remu velmi vyrazng, a to nejen financne, prispél. V tomto hnuti byl aktivni i lidicky obyvatel Josef Horak.

F/Lt Josef Horak
Born on 24 June 1915, Hrebe¢, Kladno District, Central Bohemian Region
Died on 18™" January 1949, Chipping Sudbury, Gloucestershire, Great Britain.

One of the Lidice men who could not and must not have returned back.

Josef HORAK from the HORAK family of Lidice was born in Hf'ebe¢ by an incident. His mother was late pregnant when she went to see a fair there. After
the occupation of Czechoslovakia and demobilization, he was assigned to an office where he met another Lidice native Josef STRIBRNY and also V4clav
STUDENT from the nearby village of Hostivice. All of them together eventually left for abroad. At RAF, he would serve with of 311 (Czechoslovak) Squad-
ron as an air gunner. He completed his first two hundred flying operation hours. For the second term, he was re-trained to be a pilot. After completing
his operation activities, he studied and graduated from the Military Academy, after which he became a liaison officer. After the war, he remained with
the Air Force, but, because of the political development, left to exile in April 1949. He died in a plane crash.

All members of his family were murdered during World War II after the village of Lidice had been burned down.

Since 1992, one of the Lidice streets bears his name.

F/Lt Josef Horak
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Once Czechoslovakia was liberated, the Society for Rebuilding Lidice was founded. Its mem-
bers were the Lidice women and children who survived the war. This society was founded by Act
No. 187/1946 Coll. The second paragraph of Paragraph 1 explicitly states: “The main purpose of the
Society is to build Lidice, to give a new home to Lidice women, who came back from concentration
camps, and their children within the borders of this community...” Despite the fact that Lidice na-
tives Josef HORAK and Josef STRIBRNY, RAF pilots, were already back in the country, the act did
not mention them. That is why Josef HORAK and Josef SSTRIBRNY desired to become members
of the society. Both of them asked to be granted the same rights that the act granted to all cur-
rent residents of Lidice. While they were accepted as members of the society, the same rights
were not granted to them because of the above mentioned act. A telling illustration of the situa-
tion after communist coup in 1948 can be demonstrated by the minutes from a meeting of the
Society for Rebuilding Lidice committee from 16" June 1948. The minutes include a speech of
a Lidice woman, survivor from Ravensbriick and the first Chairman of the Local People’s Committee in
Lidice Helena LEFLEROVA: “Since ... Josef HORAK, who has recently escaped abroad, abuses his posi-
tion in the Society for Rebuilding Lidice for subversive activities in England, the Society has published
.. declaration...” This declaration is placed in a different section of the panel.

V osvobozeném Ceskoslovensku zahdjila éinnost Spoleénost pro obnovu Lidic, sdruZujici prezi-
véi lidické Zeny a déti. Dle zakona ,,Uéelem Spoleénosti jest predevsim vybudovati Lidice, dati novy
domov lidickym Zenam, vrativéim se z koncentraénich tabord, a jejich détem v ramci této obce..." Byt
jiz tehdy byli zpatky ve vlasti lidicti obyvatele, letci RAF, Josef Horak a Josef Stribrny, zakon na né
nepamatoval. | proto se Josef Horak spolu s Josefem Stribrnym hlasili za ¢leny a neuspesneé zadali,
aby jim v ramci spolecnosti byla priznana stejna prava, ktera pfriznaval zakon vSsem soucasnym obhy-
vatelim Lidic. Poméry po roce 1948 dokresluje zapis spravniho vyboru Spole¢nosti pro obnovu Lidic
z 16. Cervna 1948, respektive prispevek lidicke zeny, prezivsi z Ravensbrucku a prvni predsedkyné
Mistniho narodniho vyboru v Lidicich Heleny Leflerove: ,Vzhledem k ...Josef Horak, ktery nedavno
uprchl do ciziny, zneuziva svého byvalého postaveni ve spolecnosti pro obnovu Lidic k protistatni
¢innosti v Anglii, uvefejnila Spole¢nost...prohlaseni...”

R e Postcard from the American village of Lidice in the state of Illinois. The
postcard was addressed to Otta HRUBY, at that time a member of the
57 Operation Training Squadron, and formerly a pilot with 111 Squadron
RAF. This village of Lidice used to be called Stern Park and was, similarly
to many others, renamed as a part of the solidarity wave with burned

Lidice in Czechoslovakia. Archive of Antonin NeSpor.
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e “ ?% d‘gn ﬁ - B Pohled z americké obce Lidice, stat Illinois. Pohled byl adresovan Ottovi

o 8 Wi s | £ ARG Hrubému, v té dobé prislusnikovi 57 operaéné vycvikové jednotky, dri-
- ] by e, 4 T ve pilotovi 111. peruté. Tato obec Lidice se drive jmenovala Stern Park

: et R a byla, podobné, jako mnohé dalsi, pfejmenovana v ramci vlny solida-

rity s vypalenymi ceskoslovenskymi Lidicemi. Archiv Antonin NeSpor.
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Josef HORAK and Josef STRIBRNY were devastated by the Lidice tragedy and by the death of their
relatives, about which they learned from the radio in Great Britain. Josef HORAK has never recovered
from this tragedy and blamed himself for the burning of Lidice. His return home was not made easier
for him even by some Lidice women who, under the impression of the tragedy of their families and
their own, unjustly blamed him for that as well.

Samotni Josef Horak a Josef Stribrny byli zdrceni tragédii Lidic a smrti svych pribuznych, o cemz
se ve Velke Britanii dozvédeéli z rozhlasu. Josef Stribrny se po cely zivot z této tragedie nevzpamato-
val a vypaleni Lidic si kladl za vinu. Navrat doml obéma muzum neulehgily ani nékteré lidické Zeny,
ktere je pod vlivem tragédie svych rodin a sve vlastni z toho nespravedlive take vinily.
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Crew of a bomber of 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron, with which Jo-
sef HORAK used to fly. From the left. / Posddka bombardéru 311. és.
peruté, se kterou létal Josef Hordk. Zleva: Karel VALACH (MIA, 23" June

Narozen 24. cervna 1915, Hrebec, okres Kladno, Stredocesky kraj
Zahynul 18. ledna 1949, Chipping Sudbury, Gloucestershire, Velka Britanie.

Jeden z lidickych muzq, ktery se nemohl a nesmél vratit zpatky.

Josef Horak z rodu lidickych Horakd se v Hiteb¢i narodil ndhodou. Jeho maminka tam, ve vysokém stupni téhotenstvi, byla na pouti. Po okupaci Cesko-
slovenska a demobilizaci byl umistén v aradé, kde se potkal s dalsim roddkem z Lidic, Josefem Stribrnym a Vaclavem Studentem z nedaleké Hostivice.

1941/23. 6. 1941), Josef FILLER, Josef BERNAT, Vilém KONSTACKY
(MIA, 23" June 1941/23. 6. 1941), Josef HORAK, Jan PLZAK. Archive
of Antonin NeSpor. Archiv Antonina NeSpora.
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Vsichni pak odesli do zahranic¢i. V RAF létal u 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté jako palubni strelec. Odlétal prvnich dveé sté opera¢nich hodin. Pro druhy
turnus byl preskolen na pilota. Po ukonceni opera¢ni ¢innosti vystudoval vysokou vojenskou $kolu a pasobil pak jako sty¢ny distojnik. Po valce ztstal

u letectva, ale s ohledem na politicky vyvoj odesel v dubnu 1949 opét do exilu. Zahynul pfi letecké havarii.
Jeho rodina byla vyvrazdéna za druhé svétové valky po vypaleni Lidic.

Od roku 1992 nese jedna z lidickych ulic jeho jméno.
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ProhléSeni Spolecnosti pro obnovu Lidice

Spolelnost pro obnovu Lidic a MNV Lidice prohladuji, Z%e byv. mjres
Josef H o r 84 k, za vdlky prislusSnik Britského krdlovského le-

- tectva nemé s touto SpoleCnosti a s MNV nic Spoleiného . a neméd préva
mluviti za hranicemi za Lidice.

Po osvobozeni nenaSel cestu a nem&l zdjem o potieby lidickyech, v ni-
‘rodnim vyboru lidic byl zcela pasivni, tak¥e z n&ho musil byti pro
neutast a neschognost vyloudene. § poslancem Firtem brzdil vzkiiSeni
lidie tim, Ze uméle udrzoval uvolnovéni finendnich prostlredki, aby
vzbudil nespokojenost mezi lidickymi Zenami a ve vefejnosti. Timto

Jedndnim sledoval nekaly prospé&ch nédrodné socialistické str
Kladenskus 4 e

Svoji rozkladnou & rozvratnou &innost dovrdil tim, Ze illegdlnim

- zpusobem odeSel do Anglie za svou anglickou manZelkou, nic nedbaje
toho, Ze se tim dopousti zbéhnuti, a Ze poruduje vojenskou p¥isahu,
kterou udinil své vlasti. '

Spole¢nost pro obnovu lidie a lidické Zeny odsuzuji s rozhoflenim
~ Jjedndni i Uték mjr. Josefa Hordka jako odstrasujici pripad povysSen-
ce, ktery ztratil styk a vztahy k lidu, z né&ho% vzedSel, a spojil se
§«§ap1§g%i§tiekymi reakeionari, jichZ okdzalym zplsobem Zivota se

al 08 ° . ’ :

Jeho jednsni a zv1a8té jeho posledni &in nemiZe byti karakterisovén
Jinak, neZ zrada na svaté pamdtce lidic a na ndrodu .

Declaration of the Society for the Restoration of Lidice issued after
Josef HORAK emigrated from the communist Czechoslovakia: “The
Society for the Restoration of Lidice and the Lidice Municipal Au-
thorities declare that former major Josef HORAK, member of the
British Royal Air Force during the war, has nothing to do with this
Society and the Municipal Authorities. Josef HORAK has no right
to speak abroad on behalf of Lidice. After the liberation, he did not
find the right way and was not interested about the needs of the
Lidice people. As a member of the Lidice Municipal Authorities, he
was completely passive and had to be thus removed from this body
for his often absences and incompetence. He ... obstructing the res-
urrection of Lidice by intentionally withholding financial resource
with the objective to cause discontent among the Lidice women and
the public. By doing so, he was following the crooked interests of
the National Socialist Party ... He completed his destructive and
subversive activities by illegally emigrating to England with his
English wife, not considering the fact that he is committing deser-
tion and breaching his military oath, which he took to his home
country. The Society for the Restoration of Lidice and the Lidice
women condemn with outrage the actions and escape of major Josef
HORAK as an deterrent example of an arrogant man who has lost
contact with and relations to his people, from whom he had arose,
and who joined the capitalist reactionaries, sumptuous lifestyle of

PhotographofJosefHORAKandhissister Anna. AnnaKOHLICKOVA,
maiden name HORAKOVA, later NESPOROVA, survived in the Ra-

whom has blinded him. His acts and especially his last one cannot
be characterized in any other way than a treason against the holy
memory of Lidice and against the nation.” It is not necessary to add
that nothing is further from the truth than this allegation. State Re-

vensbriick concentration camp. When arrested, she was pregnant
and was thus kept interned. After giving birth to a girl, her daugh-
ter was taken away. Archive of Antonin Nespor. / Fotografie Josefa
Hordka a jeho sestry Anny. Anna Hordkovd, provdand Kohlickovd, poz-
deéji Nesporovd, prezila véznéni v koncentracnim tdbore Ravensbriick.
Pri zatceni byla téhotnd, byla proto drzena v internaci. Po porodu ji byla
dcera odebrdna. Archiv Antonina Nespora.

Postcard from Berlin to his sister. ,,...It is a pleasure to see how we
have “bruised” it here ...“ Sent on 24™ June 1946. Berlin was the tar-
get of 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron nine times, the first time on 23"
September 1940. Archive of Antonin NeSpor. / Pohled z Berlina sestre.
».-Jest to potésenim vidét, jak jsme to tady ,posramotili®..” Odesldn byl
24. Cervna 1946. Berlin byl cilem 311. ¢s. bombardovacti peruté devétkrit,
poprvé 23. zari 1940. Archiv Antonina Nespora.

gional Archive Kladno, fund Spole¢nost pro obnovu Lidic a Lezdkt
(NAD 810), in. &. 11, karton &. 3, Z4pis ze schiize spravniho vyboru
z 25. 5.1948. / Prohldseni Spolecnosti pro obnovu Lidic po emigraci Josefa
Hordka z komunistického Ceskoslovenska. Stdtni oblasti archiv Kladno,
fond Spolecnost pro obnovu Lidic a Lezdkii (NAD 810), in. ¢ 11, karton
¢. 3, Zdpis ze schiize spravniho vyboru z 25. 5. 1948.

Josef Hordk with his son, Czechoslovakia. Ar-
chive of Antonin Nespor. / Josef Hordk se syn-
em, Ceskoslovensko. Archiv Antonina Nespora.
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Letter to his parents, informing them about his marriage, which
could never been delivered. It includes the following text: “Dear
parents, please accept my apologies that have gotten married with-
out your approval and blessing. I do not know if I ever return home,
... Please forgive me, I like my wife, Mrs. HORAKOVA now, very
much and I am sure that you will love her too. I got married on 6™
December 1941. Please be sure that I have never forgotten my up-
bringing. I remain the same Pepik I used to be.” Archive of Antonin
Nespor. / Dopis rodiciim, ktery nemohl byt nikdy dorucen. Archiv An-
tonina Nespora.

Photograph of the grave of Josef HORAK from the summer of 1991.
Archive of Antonin NesSpor. / Fotografie hrobu Josefa Hordka z léta 1991.

F/Lt Josef Stiibrny
Born on 28" July 1915, Lidice, Kladno District, Central Bohemian Region
Died on 12" November 1976, Pisek, Pisek District, South Bohemian Region

He was not allowed to return to the rebuilt village Lidice.

He left the occupied motherland together with another Lidice native Josef HORAK. Once in Great Britain, he
would first serve with the Czechoslovak Independent Brigade, where he underwent a parachuting course.
Later, he became a navigator with 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. His mother and younger brother were ex-
ecuted in Prague - Kobylisy during the so-called “Heydrichidda’, a period of repression following the assas-
sination of Nazi Protector Reinhard HEYDRICH. Josef STRIBRNY remained an air force pilot even after the
war, but was kicked out and jailed for some time after the February putsch in 1948. He was released from the
prison thanks to the help of several women from Lidice. He spent the rest of his life in Pisek, sick and always
haunted by the Lidice tragedy.

Since 1992, one of the Lidice streets bears his name.

F/Lt Josef Stiibrny
Narozen 28. cervence 1915, Lidice, okres Kladno, StredocCesky kraj
Zemrel 27. listopadu 1976, Pisek, okres Pisek, Jihocesky kraj

Do obnovené obce Lidice se nesmél vratit.

Z okupované vlasti odesel spole¢né s Josefem Hordkem. Ve Velké Brit4nii nejprve slouZil u Ceskoslovenské
samostatné brigaddy a absolvoval parasutisticky kurs. Pozdéji se stal navigdtorem u 311. ¢s. bombardovaci
peruté. Jeho matka a mladsi bratr byli za heydrichiddy popraveni na popravisti v Praze - Kobylisich. Josef
Stribny ztstal vojenskym letcem i po valce, ale i on byl po inoru 1948 vyhozen a néjaky c¢as véznén. Z vézeni
byl propustén diky pomoci nékolika lidickych Zen. Dozil v Pisku, nemocny, po celou dobu svého zivota pro-
nasledovan lidickou tragédii.

Od roku 1992 nese jedna z lidickych ulic jeho jméno.

Archiv Antonina Nespora.

Communism went not only after the actual pilots, but also af-
| : i ter their closest friends and families. This is a letter by Bedrich
Pan sl "~ | REICIN to deputy Frantiek BLAHA, related to the dismissal
b of the wife of Josef STRIBRNY from her job: “Dear Comrade, in

relation to your letter from 24™ May 1949 considering the dis-
missal of Mrs. Radka DANESOVA - Radka STRIBRNA from her
job with the military hospital, I would like to inform you that:
The named person was dismissed for fundamental and pre-
ventive reasons because of her husband, who is not an active
member of the Czechoslovak Army any more. The military
hospital hired her without a prior approval of the Ministry of
National Defence. With comradely regards, REICIN.” Bedtich
REICIN, NKVD agent (Soviet espionage and counter-espio-
nage), former member of the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps in
the USSR. Co-creator of the many political trials after the end
of World WarII. In 1952, he himself became a victim of the com-
munist regime and was executed. Archive of Radka Kysilkova
/ Komunismus postihoval nejen samotné letce, ale i jejich nejblizsi.
Bedfich Reicin, agent NKVD, byvaly prislusnik 1. eskoslovenského
armddniho sboru v SSSR. Spolutviirce mnoha politickych procesti
po ukonceni druhé svétové vdlky. V roce 1952 byl saim popraven ko-

mmr.h-maiok Bléha, !
poslanee :

Praha

s ze dme 24,kvétma 1949 ve véci
- Stﬁyrné ze sluZeb vojenské

pusténa ze séssantch a
ln!oh,ktorj jﬁ nen{

Pilotsand navigators with 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. Beaulieu,
1943. Josef STRIBRNY is sitting third from the left. The picture is
from the collections of the Pracheriské Museum in Pisek. / Piloti
a navigdtori 311. Cs. bombardovaci peruté. Beaulieu, 1943. Josef
Stribrny sedi jako tieti zleva. Snimek pochdzi ze sbirek Prdcheriského
muzea v Pisku.

u'nﬂrui skym pozdravem

munistickym rezimem. Archiv Radky Kysilkové

Uz mou mifou do fosfela vedow =

One of the happy moments of Josef STRIBRNY.
His wedding with Radka DANESOVA. Archive of

Radka Kysilkova. / Jeden z radostnych okamzikil
Josefa Stribrného. Jeho sriatek s Radkou Danesovou.
Archiv Radky Kysilkové.

75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF
/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF
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