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Life stories
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From a batman to squadron commander

S/Ldr Otto Smik, DFC
Born on 20 January 1922, Borjomi, Georgia
Killed in action on 28" November 1944, Zwolle, Holland

Buried under a different name

He was born as a son of a captured Austro-Hungarian soldier, originally from Slovakia, and a Russian Jewish woman. He started his military ca-
reer from the very bottom - at first, he served as a batman. In 1941, upon his own request, he was sent to a pilot training course. He was one of the
best Czechoslovak pilots, which was one of the reasons he was selected to be a gunner trainer after he finished his first flying term. Apart from
other feats, he shot down three V-1 flying bombs in one day during his second term. He was shot down in September 1944, however, he returned to
Great Britain with the help of the Dutch resistance movement. In November 1944, he was shot down for the second time. Because of an incorrect
identification, his remains were originally buried under the name of a Belgian F/O Henri L. J. M. TAYMANS. Nevertheless, Taymans’ body was lo-
cated in 1965 and Otto SMIK was thus consequently buried again, this time under his real name, at the cemetery Adegem East by Gent in Belgium.
In September 1994, his remains were transported to Slovakia and buried at the cemetery in the Bratislava Slavici Valley.

Otto SMIK shot down a total of eleven aircraft (two of them in cooperation) for sure, one probably and three V-1 bombs.

A memory plaque in his memory was unveiled already in 1977 in Bratislava, on the building where he lived after his return from Georgia. Yet an-
other plaque was put up at the location of his accident in 1992. On 26th November 2010, his bust was installed at the Slia¢ air base of the Composite
Wing, which bears SMIK’s name since 2002. Moreover, one of the streets of the city of Zwolle was also named after Otta SMIK. A street was also
named after him in the Cerny Most residential quarter in Prague. The transfer of the SMIK’s remains has been recorder in a documentary movie
called “The Lost Son of Slovakia.”

Z dustojnického sluhy velitelem peruté

S/Ldr Otto Smik, DFC
Narozen 20. ledna 1922, Borzomi, Gruzie
Padl 28. listopadu 1944, Zwolle, Nizozemi

Pohtbeny pod cizim jménem

Narodil se jako syn zajatého rakousko-uherského vojaka, ptivodem ze Slovenska, a ruské Zidovky. Svou vojenskou kariéru zah4jil vskutku od z4-
kladt - nejprve byl diistojnickym sluhou. V bfeznu 1941 byl na své prani zarazen do pilotniho vycviku. Byl jednim z nejlepsich ceskoslovenskych
pilotd, i proto byl po odlétani prvniho turnusu zarazen jako ucitel strelby. V druhém turnusu sestrelil, mimo jiné, za jeden den tri létajici pumy V-1.
V zari 1944 byl sestrelen, ale s pomoci nizozemského hnuti odporu se vratil do Velké Britdnie. V listopadu 1944 byl sestrelen podruhé. Jeho ostatky
byly kvtili chybné identifikaci nejprve pohfbeny pod jménem Belgi¢cana F/O Henriho L. J. M. Taymanse. V roce 1965 bylo objeveno i Taymansovo télo,
atak byl Otto Smik, jiz pod svym jménem, pohiben na hrbitové Adegem East u Gentu v Belgii. V zari 1994 byly jeho ostatky prevezeny na Slovensko
a pohrbeny na hbitové v bratislavském Slavi¢im tdoli.

Otto Smik sesttelil jedendct letount (z toho dvé ve spolupréci) jisté, jeden pravdépodobné a t¥i V-1.

Pameétni deska mu byla odhalenajiz v roce 1977, a to v Bratislave, na domé, kde Otta Smik po navratu z Gruzie Zil. Dalsi je od roku 1992 na misté jeho
havérie a od 26. listopadu 2010 je na zadkladné smiseného kridla Sliac, kterd od roku 2002 nese Smikovo jméno, jeho busta. Ottu Smika pripomina
také jedna z ulic mésta Zwolle. Je po ném také pojmenovana jedna z ulic na prazském sidlisti Cerny Most. P¥evoz Smikovych ostatkfi je zazname-
nan v dokumentu ,Strateny syn Slovenska".

Otto SMIK during shooting training, year 1943. Archive of
Tomas Jambor. / Otto Smik pri streleckém vycviku, rok 1943.
Archiv Tomdse Jambora.

Members of 122 Squadron RAF “City of Bombay”. Otto SMIK
- 1%t row, first from the left, Tomds KRUML - 2™ row, third
from the right, Jaroslav HLADO - 2™ row, sixth from the
right. Archive of Tomas Jambor. / Prislusnici 122. peruté RAF
,City of Bombay“. Otto Smik - 1. fada, prvni zleva, Tomds$ Kruml - Otto SMIK awarded DFC. Uxbridge, 31° January 1944. Archive of Toma$

2. fada, treti zprava, Jaroslav Hlado - 2. fada, Sesty zprava. Ar- Jambor. / Otto Smik vyznamendn DFC. Uxbridge, 31. ledna 1944. Archiv To-
chiv Tomase Jambora. mdse Jambora.

One of the survivors from Wellington KX-B

W/0 Alois Siska
Born on 15" May 1914, Lutopecny, Kroméfiz District, Zlin Region
Died on 9" September 2003, Prague

Author of a legendary book

As a member of the RAF, he participated in all three sorties with 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron RAF over Italy. He did not come back from his nine-
teenth air raid mission. His plane was heavily damaged and he was forced to make an emergency landing in the North Sea. Air gunner Rudolf
SKALICKY did not survive the landing. Josef MOHR and Josef TOMANEK died subsequently in the lifeboat. The survivors, Alois SISKA, Pavel
SVOBODA and Josef SCERBA, were washed up on the coast after six days. He described this story, during which he almost lost his legs, in a book
called “Flying For Freedom”. After the communist putsch, he and his family were persecuted. After 1989, he actively participated in the activities
of the Association of Czechoslovak Airmen and in the organization of various events. In 2001, he took patronage over the 222 Training Squadron
in Namésti nad Oslavou.

In 2011, a monument was unveiled in his memory in his birth place and in Prague - Modtany, not far from where he used to live a street was named
after him as well. In 2012, a monument was unveiled in the memory of his crew in Petten, Holland (www.kx-b.com).

Jeden z prezivsich z wellingtonu KX-B

W/0 Alois Sigka
Narozen 15. kvetna 1914, Lutopecny, okres Kromefiz, Zlinsky kraj
Zemrel 9. zari 2003, Praha

Autor legendarni knihy

V ramci RAF se ztcastnil vSech ti'i naletd 311. Ceskoslovenské peruté RAF na It4lii. Nevratil se ze svého devatenactého naletu. Kvili téZce poskoze-
nému letadlu byl na zpate¢ni cesté donucen nouzové pristat do Severniho morte. Pri pristani zahynul palubni stfelec Rudolf Skalicky, v zdchran-
ném ¢lunu zemfeli Josef Mohr a Josef Tomanek. Prezivsi, Alois Siska, Pavel Svoboda a Josef S¢erba, byli po $esti dnech vyvrzeni na pobieZi. Tuto
svou anabdzi, kvtli které témeér prisel o nohy, popsal v knize ,, KX-B neodpovida®, respektive ,Flying For Freedom"”. Po komunistickém prevratu
byl i on se svou rodinou perzekuovan. Po roce 1989 aktivné pracoval ve Sdruzeni ceskoslovenskych zahrani¢nich letct a podilel se na radé akef.
V roce 2001 prevzal patronaci nad 222. vycvikovou letkou v Namésti nad Oslavou.

V jeho rodné obci mu byl v roce 2011 odhalen pamatnik a v prazskych Modranech, nedaleko mista, kde Zil, je po ném pojmenovana ulice. V roce
2012 byl odhalen pam4tnik jeho posédce v holadnském Pettenu (www.kx-b.com).

Alois SISKA, in the middle, as a witness against the former
Nazi official Hans GLOBKE. July, 1963, East Berlin. Archive of
Dagmar Johnson-Siskova. / Alois Siska, uprostted, jako svédek
proti byvalému nacistickému tirednikovi Hansi Globkemu. Cer-
venec, 1963, Vychodni Berlin. Archiv Dagmar]ohnson-§i§kovd.

Members of the SISKA’s crew from the ill-fated mission in December
1941. From the left, Josef MOHR (KIA, 2" January 1942), Rudolf SKA-
LICKY (MIA, 28 December 1941), Pavel SVOBODA. Archive of Dagmar
Johnson-Siskova./ Clenové Siskovy posddky z osudného letu v prosinci
1941. Zleva Josef Mohr (KIA, 2. ledna 1942), Rudolf Skalicky (MIA, 28. pro-
since 1941), Pavel Svoboda. Archiv Dagmar Johnson-Siskovd.

Alois SISKA and the members of “his” Air Force unit of the
Army of the Czech Republic, which was named after him.
Archive of Dagmar Johnson - Siskova. / Alois Siska mezi pti-
slusniky ,,své“jednotky letectva Armddy Ceské republiky, kterd po
ném byla pojmenovdna. Archiv Dagmar Johnson-Siskovd.

The Great Escaper

F/Lt lvo Tonder
Born on 16 April 1913, Prague
Died on 4" May 1995, London, Great Britain

He tried to escape from a German POW camp as well as communist jail.

After he bailed out of his Spitfire above the English Channel on 3™ June 1942, he was interned in the Stalag Luft III Sagan POW camp. Together
with others, he attempted to escape during the so-called “Great Escape”. He was recaptured five days later, sent to the Gestapo and, subsequently,
to a POW camp at the Colditz chateau, where he, although sentenced to death, survived until the end of the war. After the communist putsch, he
and his family, including his very little children, attempted to leave to exile. But he was captured and put in prison. After a while, his wife was also
imprisoned. That is why he escaped the prison to help her and his family. In 1951, the entire family eventually reunited in London. The rest of his
life, Ivo TONDER had a small textile imprinting business.

Ucastnik Velkého utéku

F/Lt Ivo Tonder
Narozen 16. dubna 1913, Praha
Zemrel 4. kvetna 1995, Londyn, Velka Britanie

Utikal z némeckého zajateckého tadbora i komunistického vézeni

Poté, co 3. Cervna 1942 vyskocil nad kandlem La Manche ze svého spitfiru, byl vézném zajateckého tdbora Stalag Luft III Sagan. Spolu s dalSimi se
z néj pokusil utéci, a to pri ,Velkém tutéku”. Byl zadrZen pét dni po ném, odeslan na gestapo a posléze do zajateckého tabora na zdmku Colditz, kde
se, jako odsouzeny na smrt, dozil konce valky. Po komunistickém prevratu se pokusil se svou rodinnou, véetné velmi malych déti, odejit do exilu,
ale byl zadrzen a uvéznén. Po néjaké dobé byla uvéznéna i jeho manzelka. Proto uprchl z vézeni, aby ji a své rodiné pomohl. Cel4 rodina se sesla
v Londyné v roce 1951. Ivo Tonder po zbytek zivota podnikal v potisku textilu.

Future fighter pilot. Archive of Petra Tonder. / Budouci stihaci pilot.
Archiv Petry Tonder.

The last photograph of Ivo TONDER. Ambassador to Great
Britain JUDr. Karel Kiithnl presenting a promotion decree to
the rank of major general on 29" April 1995. Archive of Petra
Tonder. / Posledni fotografie Ivo Tondera. Velvyslanec ve Velké Bri-
tdnii JUDr. Karel Kiihnl preddvd 29. dubna 1995 jmenovaci dekret
do hodnosti generdlmajora. Archiv Petry Tonder.

Photograph of Ivo TONDER on the way to his first exile. Beirut, 1940.
Archive of Petra Tonder / Fotografie Ivo Tondera z jeho cesty do prvniho
exilu. Bejriit, 1940. Archiv Petry Tonder

Murdered as a participant of the Great Escape

F/Lt Arno$t Valenta

Born on 25" October 1912, Svébohov, Zabieh District, Olomouc Region

Murdered on 31°* March 1944, at the crossroad of road Sagan — Zhorelec and Berlin — Wroclaw, former
Germany

His bomber plane chose a bad place for landing...

He was one of the first ones to leave the country to fight in a foreign army. After the fall of Poland, he was captured by the Red Army and interned
in Soviet camps. He did not return from his sixth sortie. The crew lost orientation when returning from the raid and, once out of fuel, landed by
mistake at a Luftwaffe airfield in occupied France. In the Stalag Luft III POW camp, he joined the “Escaping Committee” as an exponent for contact
with the Germans. He participated in the construction of tunnel Harry. After the Great Escape, he was captured together with other escaped pris-
oners of war and murdered by the Gestapo. His ash has been placed to the British Military Cemetery in Poznan.

In the memory of Arno$t VALENTA, Cesk4 Posta has issued a postage stamp as well as an occasional stamp. The Czech TV paid tribute to his mem-
ory in the “Secret of a Suitcase” show. The Czech Tourist Club organizes a memorial named after him. Streets were also named after him at the
residential quarter of Cerny Most in Prague and in his birthplace of Svébohov, where they unveiled a memorial plaque in his memory in 1973, when
the severe communist regime was in power in Czechoslovakia again. He is also reminded to us in a song called “Bad Place for Landing” by the band
Taxmeni. Yet another memorial plaque in his memory was unveiled in his birthplace community in 2012.

Zavrazden jako ucastnik Velkeho uteku

F/Lt Arnost Valenta

Narozen 25. fijna 1912, Svébohov, okres Zabreh, Olomoucky kraj

Zavrazden 31. brezna 1944, krizovatka silnice Sagan — Zhorelec a Berlin — Vratislay, tehdejsi
Nemecko

Spatny misto pro p¥istdni vybral si jeho bombardér...

Byl jednim z prvnich, kdo odesel za hranice bojovat v zahrani¢ni armadé. Po padu Polska byl zajat Rudou armédou a internovan v sovétskych tabo-
rech. Nevratil se ze svého Sestého néletu. Posddka pri navratu ztratila orientaci a po vyCerpani paliva pristala omylem na letisti Luftwaffe v oku-
pované Francii. V zajateckém tdbore Stalag Luft III Sagan se zapojil do “Escaping Committee”, a to jako exponent pro styk s Némci. Podilel se i na
razbé tunelu Harry. Po Velkém titéku byl zadrzen a spolu s dalsimi znovuzatéenymi vidle¢nymi zajatci zavrazdén gestapem. Jeho popel je uloZen na
British Military Cemetery Poznail.

Pamatka Arnosta Valenty je pfipomenuta na zndmkach Ceské posty, prileZitostnym razitkem, v potadu Ceské televize ,Tajemstvi kufru“. Klub
eskych turist porddd memorial pojmenovany jeho jménem, v Praze na sidlisti Cerny Most najdete jeho ulici a v jeho rodném Svébohové, kde mu
v roce 1973, kdy byl v Ceskoslovensku opét tuhy komunisticky rezim, odhalili pamétni desku. P¥ipomin4 ho také pisni¢ka skupiny Taxmeni ,Spat-
ny misto pro pristdni“. Pamétni deska mu v jeho rodné obci byla odhalena i v roce 2012.
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Decree to the Military Order for Freedom, Gold
Star, which he was awarded in 1949. It remains a
question what awards Arnost VALENTA would
be awarded if he had survived the war and re-
turned to Czechoslovakia. / Dekret k vyzname-

ndni Zlatd hvézda Rddu Za svobodu, kterd mu byla
udélena v roce 1949. Je otdzkou, ¢im by byl v tomto
roce Arnost Valenta odmeénén, kdyby prezil vdlku
a vrdtil se do Ceskoslovenska.

Photo of Arnost VALENTA from his university student’s
record book / Fotografie Arnosta Valenty z vysokoskolského
indexu
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Record from a log book that shows the last sortie of Arnost VALENTA / Zdznam z log booku, zachycujici posledni operacni let
Arnosta Valenty

75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF
/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF
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