At the same time, the army also returned to the traditions of Czechoslovak units of the Sec-
ond World War. Today, for example, the 22" Helicopter Base bears the honorary title “Biscay’, i.e.
a similar name, which the Aviation Regiment 24 had for a short time in 1948, created from one of
the squadrons of the former 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron, whose liberators operated just above
the Bay of Biscay. Similarly, this history is also referenced by the 21 Tactical Air Force Base, some
of whose flights have as their patrons former members of the RAF. The 213th Training Squadron is
called “Siskova” after Alois SISKA, a former pilot with 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. At the same
time, annual visits of the members of the Association of Airmen of a Liberated Czechoslovakia
from England, which were organized by the Ministry of Defence of the Czech Repubilic.

K tradicim ceskoslovenskych jednotek druhé svetove valky se rovnez vracely i ozbrojene sloz-
ky. 22. zakladna vrtulnikového letectva dnes nese ¢estny nazev ,Biskajska”, tedy podobny nazev,
jaky mel od roku 1948 na kratky cas Letecky pluk 24, tvoreny jednou z letek byvalé 311. ¢s. bom-
bardovaci perute, jejiz liberatory prave nad Biskajskym zalivem operovaly. Podobne na tuto historii
odkazuje 21. zakladna taktického letectva, jejiz nektere letky maiji své patrony — byvalé prislusniky
RAF. 213. vycvikova letka nese nazev ,Siskova" po Aloisi Sigkovi, byvalém pilotovi 311. &s. bombar-
dovaci perut&. Ministerstvo obrany CR zaji$tovalo navstévy élent Svazu letc svobodného Cesko-
slovenska z Anglie.

The same goes for Slovakia The Mixed Wing based at the Slia¢ - Tti
Duby airbase is named after Otto SMIK, DFC. The airbase from the
year 2002 bears SMIK’s name. Archive of Mixed Wing in name of
Otto Smik.

Nejinak je tomu i na Slovensku. Zmiesané kridlo sidlici na letisti
Slia¢ - Tri duby ma nédzev po Ottovi Smikovi, DFC. Samo letiSté ma
od roku 2002 Smikovo jméno. Letoun L-39 Albatros Zmiesaného
kridla Ottu Smika se smérovkou namalovanou k vyrocijeho 9o. ne-
dozitych narozenin. Archiv Zmiesaného kridla Otty Smika.

Czechoslovak members of the RAF and women of the WAAF are also actively commemorated by
several individuals, respectively, living history groups. The oldest such group in the Czech Repub-
lic and Central Europe is the living history group of the 276" Sqdn. (reenacted) RAF. This theme is
actively commemorated by several members of KVH Forty-Five Brno, and also, withs theirs replica
of a Spitfire aircraft, the Czech Spitfire Club. Other active organizations include the Klub historie
letectvi — Jindfichuv Hradec, which has long been organizing meetings of war veterans, and also
organizes expeditions to sites associated with our airmen, and which is the author of the monu-
ment to airmen in Jindfichlv Hradec.

Ceskoslovenské pfislusniky v RAF a Zeny v WAAF pfipomina aktivné rovnéz i nékolik jedincd, re-
spektive klub( vojenské historie. Nejstarsim takovym klubem v Ceské republice i ve stfedni Evropé
je Klub vojenské historie 276" Sqdn. (reenacted) RAF. Aktivné toto téma pfipomina i nékolik élent
z KVH Pétactyricitka Brno a se svou replikou letounu spitfire také Czech Spitfire Club. Dalsi aktivni
organizaci je Klub historie letectvi — Jindfichtiv Hradec, ktery jiz dlouhodobé porada setkani valec-
nych veterand, rovnéz organizuje expedice po mistech spojenych s nasimi letci, a je realizatorem
pamatniku letcu v Jindfichové Hradci.

Back of portrait photograph of Karel KNAIFL. This photo was intended
for publication in the magazine Z4r, journal of the District Commu-
nist Party Committee and District Council in Pardubice. Interesting
paradox - former political prisoner in the communist press. Archive of
Jirina Knaiflova.

of the photo: Pavla Cerna.

Zadni strana portrétni fotografie Karla Knaifla. Zajimavy paradox -
byvaly politicky vézen v komunistickém tisku. Archiv Jiriny Knaiflové.

CESKOSLOVENSKO

Even the Czechoslovak Post office of the time commemorated the
Czechoslovak RAF members, respectively, participants of the foreign
resistance.

Na Ceskoslovenské prislusniky RAF, respektive ucastniky zahrani¢niho
odboje, vzpominala i tehdejsi Ceskoslovenska posta.

Fotografie ze serialu ,Zdivocela zemé®. Pojednava o povale¢nych osudech byvalého letce RAF Antonina Madéry. Fotografie zachycuje prichod do rodné
obce. Vybuch rodného domu mu uz v tivodu seridlu naznacuje, ze zde neni vitdn. Archiv Ceské televize. Autorka fotografie: Pavla Cerna.

“Land Gone Wild”. Shows Antonin MADERA forced to work in the mines by the communist regime. The series attempts to capture the phases of his
life as the Czechoslovak airmen experienced them. Archive of Czech Television. Author of the photo: Pavla Cerna.

Rehabilitation and Commemoration of Former RAF Airmen

Rehabilitace a pfipominani byvalych prislusniku RAF

Meeting of former Czechoslovak members of the 68 Night Fighter Squadron of the RAF in 1960s., better time for this reunions / Setkdni byvalych
¢eskoslovenskych prislusnikf 68. peruté RAF v uvolnénéjsich 60. letech. 1. ada zleva (1st row from the left): Frantisek CHABERA, Jan SERHANT,
Ladislav BOBEK, DFC, Josef VOPALECKY, 2. rada zleva (2nd row from the left): Bedtich KRUZIK, Miroslav JIROUDEK, Fridolin GEMROD, Karel
BEDNARIK, Jan KAUCKY, Vladimir CUPAK, Karel SEDA, Josef ADAM. Archive of Tomas Jambor. Archiv Tomase Jambora.

View of the grand hall of the Ministry of Defence of the Czech Republic, where the traditional meeting of former Czechoslovak RAF members
living in the Czech Republic and representatives of the Army and the Ministry with former Czechoslovak RAF members living in Great Britain
took place. Probably in 2003 or 2004.

Pohled do Velkého salu Ministerstva obrany CR, kde se konalo

tradi¢ni setkdni byvalych ¢s. piislusnikii RAF, zijicich v Ceské republice, a predstaviteld armady a ministerstva s &s. byvalymi piislusniky RAF

zijicimi ve Velké Britanii. Pravdépodobné rok 2003 nebo 2004.

Prvni fada zleva (First row from left): Zdenék SKARVADA, Mikula$ GROFCIK, Karel POSPICHAL, Frantisek FAJTL, DFC, Alois SISKA, Frantisek
PERINA, Anna PERINOVA, druh4 fada (second row): Bartoloméj RANOFRE], Jaroslav HOFRICHTER, Alzb&ta HOFRICHTEROVA, Hana FAJTLOVA,
Jitina ULEHLOVA, Vaclav STRAKA, tieti fada (third row): Miroslav STANDERA, Pavel TAUBER, MUDr. Karel MACHACEK, Alois DUBEC, Stani-
slav MIKULA, Ji¥i{ BENDA.

Film “Cemetery for Foreigners”. On the communist persecution of
Czechoslovak members of the RAF after 1948. Josef DVORAK, in the role
of a barber, a former member of the RAF, teaches his friend, also a for-
mer member of the RAF, how to shave, as played by the Jiti BARTOSKA
who is fired from Czechoslovak Airlines. Archive of Czech Television.
Author of the photo: Pavla Cerna.

Film ,Hrbitov pro cizince®. O komunistické perzekuci ceskoslovenskych
prislusnikd RAF po roce 1948. Josef Dvorédk, v roli holice, byvalého p1i-
slusnika RAF, uci holit svého kamarada, rovnéz byvalého prislusnika
RAF, v poddni Jitiho Bartosky, ktery je vyhozen od Ceskoslovenskych
aerolinii. Archiv Ceské televize. Autorka fotografie: Pavla Cerna.

“Land Gone Wild”. It deals with the postwar fate of former airman of the RAF Antonin MADERA. The photo captures his arrival in his native munici-
pality. The explosion of the house of his birth at the beginning of the series lets him know he’s not welcome there. Archive of Czech Television. Author
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Film “Cemetery for Foreigners”. Josef DVORAK protests in the court-
yard of the Prague Castle, the seat of Czechoslovak and Czech presi-
dents, against the persecution of his friend. Archive of Czech Televi-
sion. Author of the photo: Pavla Cerna.

Film ,Hrbitov pro cizince®. Josef Dvordk protestuje na nadvori Praz-
ského hradu proti perzekuci svého kamarada. Archiv Ceské televize.
Autorka fotografie: Pavla Cerna.

Fotografie ze seridlu ,,Zdivoceld zemé". Zachycuje Antonina Madéru nucené umisténého komunistickym rezimem na préci v dolech. Serial se snazi za-

Photo from the film by Jan SVERAK, “Dark Blue World”. Ondtej VETCHY
as pilot FrantiSek SLAMA. The film captures not only the actions in
the RAF, but also the postwar imprisonment of war veterans. The film
can gives you an idea of what the forced labor camp at Mirov was like,
among other things. TMAVOMODRY SVET / DARK BLUE WORLD, fea-
ture film directed by Jan Svérdk (2000).

Fotografie z filmu Jana Svéraka ,Tmavomodry svét“. Ondrej Vetchy jako
pilot Frantisek Slama. Film zachycuje nejen ptisobeni v rdmci RAF, ale
i povale¢né véznéni vale¢nych veterant. Z filmu si, mimo jiné, muzete
udélat predstavu o Taboru nucenych praci Mirov. TMAVOMODRY SVET
/ DARK BLUE WORLD, feature film directed by Jan Svérdk (2000).

chytit jeho Zivotni etapy tak, jak je ¢eskoslovensti letci zaZivali. Archiv Ceské televize. Autorka fotografie: Pavla Cerna.

Photograph from the unveiling of the memorial to the crew of the
KX-B aircraft that made an emergency landing on the cusp of the years
1941/1942 in the North Sea. This story is told in the book by Alois SISKA,
“Flying for Freedom” respectively “KX-B neodpovida’. Petten, Nether-
lands, 17th October 2012. Archive of Milan Simr.

Fotografie z odhaleni pamatniku osadce letounu KX-B, ktery na pre-
lomu roku 1941/1942 nouzové pristal do Severniho more. Jeji pribéh je
zachycen v knize Aloise Sigky ,Flying for Freedom” respektive ,KX-B
neodpovidd®. Petten, Nizozemi, 17. ¥ijna 2012. Archiv Milana Simra.

75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF
/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF
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