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We are the oldest living history group in Central Europe focused exclusively on the history of the
Czechoslovak members of the Royal Air Force and Women's Auxiliary Air Force.

Our living history group takes part in aviation days both in the Czech Republic and abroad, where
it presents uniforms and equipment once used by the RAF and WAAF as well as other items. The
following are examples of such events: the Aviation Fair in Pardubice, the “Zlutomodry Den Berry”
Aviation Fair as well as international events — e.g., the event commemorating the “Great Escape”
from the Stalag Luft [l Sagan POW camp in Zagan, Poland and the East Kirkby Reenactment Week-
end in Great Britain.

We have also cooperated on several documentary films produced both by private companies and
by Czech Television (Ceska televize) — for example: Osud na nebi Josefa Janeby (The Fate in Josef
Janeba’s Sky), Nepfitelem osudu (The Enemy of Fate), Muz, ktery pfecenil éeskou dusi or Utéky Jo-
sefa Brykse (The Man Who Overestimated the Czech Soul, or The Escapes of Josef Bryks and Dejte
nam kfidla (Give Us Wings — a documentary film about the history of Czechoslovak aviation).

Our Living History Group has been engaged in the preparation of humerous exhibitions and reg-
ularly participates in memorial ceremonies and the unveiling of commemorative plaques or monu-
ments.

We proudly organized the “Meeting of the Sky Riders” event, an exhibition about the Czecho-
slovak members of the RAF and WAAF and the legendary Czechoslovak movie ,Riders in the Sky",
which included bringing together the film's actors and creators with former RAF members. We pre-
pared the event "Victims of the Holocaust and RAF Members from Trhova Kamenice”.

It was our pleasure to help organize the ceremony for the unveiling of a commemorative plaque
for Stanislav Rejthar, former member of the RAF and 1t Czechoslovak Fighter Air Regiment in the
USSR, and the commemorative event dedicated to the 70™ anniversary of the crash of a Wellington
bomber JN-L from the 150 Squadron RAF in Nemcicky near Znojmo.

Location and Range of Activities:

Our living history group is officially located in Prague in the Czech Republic, but we are active across whole the Czech Republic.

Sidlo a pusobnost klubu:

Oficidlni sidlo klubu je v Praze, nicméné pusobi po celé republice.

Why we chose the 276 Squadron:

Even though the 276 Squadron RAF actually did exist, our group was named after the film ,Nebesti jezdci (Riders in the Sky), the best Czechoslo-
vak film ever made about the operation of our airmen during WWII. The film characters were members of the 276 Bomber Squadron - made up
of airmen of several nationalities, i.e., it was a fictitious squadron that had nothing to do with the real 276 Squadron. Because the members of our
group are interested in both bombers and fighters, we did not want to connect our activities to either a real fighter or bomber squadron. Moreover,
our goal is to remember all our RAF veterans including members of the WAAF.

Proc jsme si vybrali 276. perut:
Byt 276. perut v Royal Air Force skute¢né existovala, oznaceni naseho klubu ma ptvod v nejlepsim filmu o ptisobeni nasich letcd v druhé svétové
valce, ktery kdy byl natocen, filmu Nebesti jezdci. Jeho hlavni postavy byly prislusniky 276. bombardovaci, ndrodnostné smisené, peruté. Tedy
jednotky fiktivni, kterd se skute¢nou 276. peruti neméla nic spole¢ného. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze se ¢lenové klubu zajimaji jak o bombardovaci, tak
stihaci letectvo, nechtéli jsme se “vazat” na pripadnou skute¢nou stihaci nebo bombardovaci perut a zaroven tak chceme pripomenout vSechny
nasSe veterany z RAF a nezapominame ani na prislusnice WAAF.

A shot from the filming of the staged documentary film The Enemy of
Fate, produced by Unitedfilm. The film commemorates Franisek Truhlar
- first, he was an aerial gunner for the RAF, but then, after being serious-
ly burned in a crash, he became a fighter pilot after recovery. Upon re-
turning from an operation, he crashed and was again seriously burned.

Living History Group 276" Sqdn. (reenacted) RAF

Klub vojenské historie 276" Sqdn. (reenacted) RAF, o. s.

Jsme nejstarsim klubem vojenske historie ve stredni Evrope, ktery se zabyva jen pfipominanim
Cechoslovak(i v RAF a WAAF za druhé svétové valky. V ramci nasi expozice pfedstavujeme napfi-
klad polni letisté RAF, respektive jakési diordma, s ukazkou vybaveni letcti RAF a pfislusnic WAAF.
Pravidelné se ucastnime leteckych dn( a dal$ich akci pro vefejnost, mezi které patfi/patfily napfi-
klad Aviaticka pout Pardubice, Zlutomodry den Berry ale i zahraniéni akce — vzpominkovy akt na tzv.
Velky uték" ze zajateckého tabora Stalag Luft lll Sagan v polské Zagaiii a East Kirkby Reenactors
Weekend ve Velke Britanii.

Podileli jsme se také na nataceni nékolika dokumentt: Osud na nebi Josefa Janeby, Nepfitelem
osudu, Muz, ktery piecenil éeskou dusi aneb Utéky Josefa Brykse, Dejte nam kfidla.

Radi se ucastnime i dalSich pietnich aktl a odhalovani pamétnich desek ¢i pamatnikul. Realizo-
vali jsme napfiklad setkani tvlrcu a aktért filmu Nebesti jezdci a byvalych pfislusniki RAF ,,Setkani
Nebeskych jezdcll”, pamatnik obétem holocaustu a pfislusnikt RAF z Trhové Kamenice.

Rovnez jsme byli prizvani jako poradci k aktivni ucasti na nekterych ceremonialech, napfriklad
odhaleni pameétni desky Stanislavu Rejtharovi, byvalemu prislusnikovi RAF a 1. €eskoslovenskeho
stihaciho leteckeho pluku v SSSR v Kuroslepech, €i pietniho aktu u prilezitosti 70. vyroCi havarie
wellingtonu JN-L 150. peruté RAF v Nemcickach u Znojma.

Our emblem:

The Bohemian lion is placed in the center and colored red - one of our national
colors. Our motto expresses how and for whom we devote ourselves to reenactment
- we do it to commemorate our respect for the veterans (“For them”). Our living his-
tory group was created out of our passion for RAF reenactment; we did not want
to practice only as individuals but as part of a team and, naturally, in the best pos-
sible fashion (“For us”). One of the reasons why we pursue military history is the
fact that we wish to remind our fellow citizens of our airmen that fought in WWII.
Finally, we engage in RAF reenactment because we want to preserve this period of
our history for future generations (“For you”).

Znak naseho klubu:

V jeho stredu je cesky lev, a to v cervené barveé, jako jedné z naSich statnich barew.
Motto vyjadruje, jakym zplsobem a pro koho se vénujeme reenactmentu - je to
pro veterdny, jako p¥ipomenuti, Ze si jich vdZime (For them). Klub vznikl i proto,
ze se chceme vénovat reenactmentu RAF, jak nejlépe umime a radéji jako skupina,
neZ jen jako jednotlivci (For us); vojenské historii se vénujeme také proto, Ze ch-
ceme Ucast nasich letcti v druhé svétové valce pripomenout spoluobcantim a reen-
actment RAF délame také proto, ze chceme zachovat tuto ¢ast nasi historie pro
budoucnost (For you).

Are you interested in the fate of former RAF mem-
bers from Czechoslovakia/the Czech Republic? You can
visit our website, www.276.cz, to ask us, support us or
become our members.

Zajimaiji Vas osudy pfislusniki RAF, chcete se o nich
dozvédet néco vice? Navstivte nas web www.276.cz,
ptejte se, podporte nas, starite se nasimi ¢leny.

On the commemorative trip of compatriot Josef Frantisek, fighter pilot
of the 303 Polish Squadron, the most successful Allied fighter pilot in
the Battle of Britain. The club’s president acted as guide for the trip.

Na vzpominkové cesté sourodaku Josefa Frantiska, stihace 303. polské

Shots from the filming of the documentary series for Czech Television about
the history of Czechoslovak aviation, Give Us Wings.

Zabéry z natidceni dokumentdrniho seridlu pro Ceskou televizi o his-
torii Ceskoslovenského letectvi ,,Dejte ndm kridla”.

Zabér z nataceni hraného dokumentu , Nepritelem osudu® z produkce
Unitedfilm. Dokument vzpomind Frantiska Truhlate, nejprve palubni-
ho strelce RAF, po havarii tézce popaleného, ktery se po rekonvalescen-
ci stal stthacim pilotem. Po navratu z jedné z operaci havaroval a byl
opét tézce popalen.

We had the opportunity to participate, or rather moderate, a number of
talks with war veterans. Brigadier General Miroslav Standera, a former
member of the 312 Czechoslovak Squadron, is in the picture.

Méli jsme moznost Gcastnit se, respektive moderovat, nekteré besedy R
s valeCnymi veterdny. Na snimku je brigddni general Miroslav Standera, o e

byvaly prislusnik 312. ¢s. stthaci peruté.

One of the many forms our demonstrations take for aviation days. This
photograph is from the 2009 Aviation Fair which takes place each year
in Pardubice.

Jedna z mnoha podob nasi ukdzky na leteckych dnech. Zde fotografie
z leteckého dne ,Aviaticka pout®, rok 2009. , Aviaticka pout” se kazdo-
ro¢né koné v Pardubicich.

history club.

Kamenice, které zrealizoval nas klub vojenské historie.

Part of the RAF equipment exhibition for a section of the program com-
memorating the 65% anniversary of the “Great Escape” from the POW
camp of Stalag Luft III Sagan.

Cast vystavy vybaveni RAF pro ¢4st programu k vzpomince na 65. vyrodi
~Velkého utéku” ze zajateckého tdbora Stalag Luft IIT Sagan.

The East Kirkby Reenactors Weekend. Photograph from a visit to the
restaurant Blue Bell, which was frequented by aviators of the “Dam
Busters” Squadron.

East Kirkby Reenactors Weekend. Fotografie z ndvstévy restaurace Blue

Bell, kam chodili letci peruté ,Dam Busters”.

The unveiling of the memorial to the victims of the Holocaust and RAF
members from Trhova Kamenice, which was organized by our military

Odhaleni pamétniku obétem holocaustu a prislusnikim RAF z Trhové
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Photograph of the memorial to the members of the Wellington bomber
crew from the 150 Squadron RAF which crashed in nearby Némcicky,
Znojmo District. Our military history club cooperated in the organiza-
tion of the memorial ceremony for the 70® anniversary of this event.

Fotografie pamatniku ¢lenim posddky bombardéru wellington od 150.
peruté RAF, ktery se v roce 1944 zritil nedaleko Némcicek, okres Zno-
jmo. Nas klub vojenské historie se organizac¢né podilel na vzpominko-
vém ceremonialu k 70. vyroci této udélosti.

Joint exposition with friends from the Polish “Grupa historyczne lot-
nictwa Polskiego” from Krakéw as part of an aviation day. This Polish
military history club was founded after having been inspired by our

A shot from a reconstruction of camp life in a POW camp. The demon-
stration on this subject took place as a part of the 65" anniversary of the
“Great Escape” from the POW camp of Stalag Luft III Sagan.

Zabér z rekonstrukce taborového zivota v zajateckém tdbore. Ukazka

s touto tematikou se konala v ramci 65. vyroci ,Velkého utéku” ze za-
jateckého tdbora Stalag Luft III Sagan.

HISTORIA

SKRZYDEAM HALOWANA

In 2014, a representative from our club gave a lecture at the internation-
al conference “Historia skrzrydtami malowana” in Koszalin, Poland.

V roce 2014 zastupce naseho klubu prednasel na mezindrodni konfer-
enci ,Historia skrzrydtami malowana®, Koszalin, Polsko.

participation in the 65™ anniversary of the “Great Escape.”

Spolecna expozice s kamarady od ,Grupy historyczne lotnictwa Polsk-
iego“ v Krakové v rdmci leteckého dne. Tento polsky klub vojenské his-
torie vznikl inspirovan nasi icasti v rdmci 65. vyroci ,Velkého utéku®.

The photography is from the archives of our military history club. Not all people photographed are are members and not all equipment belongs to our club.

Fotografie pochézeji z archivu naseho klubu vojenské historie. Ne v§ichni lidé zachyceni na fotkach jsou nasimi ¢leny a ne vSechno vybaveni patii k naSemu

klubu.
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