In pre-war Czechoslovakia's the saying for aviation was “The Sky is our Ocean.” Airmen were very
popular. Outstanding pilots were called “Kings of the Air” — and not incorrectly. FrantiSek NOVAK
was one of those who held this title. Not only was he a Czechoslovak military pilot, but he was also
an outstanding aerobatic pilot. As leader of the Czechoslovak aerobatic team at the 1937 World
Aviation competition in Zurich, they succeeded in beating-off stiff opposition from rival national
teams, and, on their return, were welcomed back as Olympic champions are today.

Leteckym heslem piedvaleéného Ceskoslovenska bylo ,Vzduch je nase moie”. Letci byli velmi
popularni. Ne nepravem se vybornym letctim fikalo ,Kralové vzduchu”. Jednim z nich byl FrantiSek
Novak, ktery byl nejen ceskoslovenskym vojenskym letcem, ale i vybornym akrobatem. Uspél spolu
se svym tymem, mimo jine, v roce 1937 na mezinarodni letecké soutézi v Curychu a lidé ho po na-
vratu pfivitali zpisobem, jakym dnes vitaji vitéze olympiady.

Photograph from the magazine PraZsky Ilustrovany Zpravodaj (The Prague Illustrated Reporter)
about the return of the Czechoslovak Aerobatic team from the 1937 World Aerobatic Champion-
ships at Zurich with the title “The Winners’ Celebratory Return.” / Fotografie z ¢asopisu ,,Prazsky
ilustrovany zpravodaj“ o ndvratu ceskoslovenskych akrobatii z Curychu.
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Pilots were regarded to one of the deterrents against nazi Germany. This was the reason
for the Czechoslovak authorities to instigate the “One Thousand Pilots for the Republic”
and the ,Masaryk's Aviation League” training schemes. Here, young Czechoslovak men were
covertly trained to hecome military pilots. Some of the pilots trained under these schemes
were later to become members of the RAF in England.

Letci meli byt jednou ze zastit proti sousednimu nacistickému Némecku, které zacalo vyhro-
zovat svym souseddm, véetné Ceskoslovenska. | proto byla zahajena akce ,Tisic pilotd republice”,
popfipadé ,Masarykova letecka liga“, jejichz cilem byl nabor budoucich vojenskych pilotl. Néktefi

Pre-war Czechoslovakia

Predvale¢né Ceskoslovensko
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Photograph of the Czechoslovak fort on a German postcard, which was taken after the annexation of the border areas and border fortifications.
Following the occupation of Czechoslovakia, the Nazi’s gained the Czechoslovak armaments industry, one of the largest and most modern in Eu-

rope at that time, which they were to use against Poland, France, the USSR and Great Britain. Bouda Club Collection. / Fotografie ceskoslovenské
pevniistky na némeckém pohledu, ktery vznikl po zaboru pohranici a pohranicnich opevnéni. Posléze, po okupaci Ceskoslovenska, zabrala nacistickd armdda
mnohem vice vojenské techniky a vybaveni, které posléze nasadila proti Polsku, Francii, Sovétskému svazu, Velké Britdnii. Sbirka Klubu Bouda.

Another protection against threats to Czechoslovakia was the border fortifications. However these
fortifications were never to be used by Czechoslovakian soldiers. Meanwhile back in Czechoslovakia,
that some soldiers took the defense of their border fortifications seriously is shown by the example
of Sgt Arnost HRAD, who — after the order arrived to evacuate his border post on 3™ October 1938 -
fatally shot himself at his post of because he refused to evacuate it and hand it over to the Germans.
Additionally, the entire company of Frydek—-Mistek's Czajanek Barracks defended them against Nazi
troops on the day they entered Czechoslovakia. Even today, for those in the (now) Czech Republic as
to whether the country should have defended itself or not at all is still a topic of discussion. As his-
tory has shown Hitler did not adhere to the Munich Agreement and wanted more. With no help from
France and Britain, Czechoslovakia was alone and very limited how it could defend itself. The Protec-
torate of Bohemia and Moravia was created on 15*" March 1939 following the occupation of Czecho-
slovakia; Slovakia declared independence and became a ‘puppet state’ ally to the Germans.

Dalsi zastitou proti ohrozeni republiky mely byt pohraniéni pevnosti. Nicméne ceskoslovenskymi
vojsky nebyly nikdy pouzity. Mnichovska konference, které se v éeském déjepise iika ,,0 nas bez nas”,
donutila Ceskoslovensko, aby je opustilo a pohraniéi pfedalo nacistické mu Némecku. Skuteénost, ze
obranu téchto pevnosti mysleli vojaci opravdu vazne, doklada priklad cetare Arnosta Hrada, ktery se
3. fijna 1938, pote, co prisel rozkaz k vyklizeni objektu, smrtelné postrelil ve srubu K-S U cihelny, pro-
toZe jej odmitl opustit a pfenechat Néemcim. Rovnéz posadka frydecko—misteckych Czajankovych
kasaren se nacistickym vojenskym jednotkam branila v den, kdyZ tyto vstupovaly do Ceskosloven-
ska. Dodnes se v diskusich resi, méli-li jsme se tehdy branit jako cely stat, €i nikoliv. Po okupaci

z teskoslovenskych pfislusnikti RAF se stali piloty pravé diky nim. Ceskoslovenska 15. bfezna 1939 vznikl Protektorat Cechy a Morava, Slovensko vytvofilo vlastni stat
a stalo se spojencem Némecka.
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KDO ZRADILTOHO ZRADA CEKA
KDO ZRAZEN -VE CTI BUDE Z[T.

A ZBRAN JEZ POHOTOVE STALA,
V MICENT STRASNEM POHRDALA.

One of the commemorative postcards remembering withdrawal from the border areas as a result
of the Munich Agreement and the sentiments with which the population of Czechoslovakia accepted
; SRR e this. You can read the following on the postcard: “They rent your body terribly, terribly on that October
o A . morning. For the love of God, what did they do to you, my beloved country? And the arms that stood

The infamous Munich Agreement was signed on 30% September 1938. Only three days earlier, Neville CHAMBERLAIN, the British Prime Minister, in waiting turned aside in horrific silence. Betrayal awaits the one who betrayed; our injured heart
in a radio address to the British people had said of Czechoslovakia: “How horrible, fantastic, incredible it is, that we should be digging trenches . . ; - g g .
and trying on gas masks here because of a quarrel in a faraway country between people of whom we know nothing.” Czech history describes the knows this. Betrayal awaits the one bEtraye dr the one bEtfﬂYEd —in their heart th ey will live". Archive
Munich Agreement, or as known in the (now) Czech Republic the ‘Munich Dictate’ as “about us, without us,” - Czechoslovakia was not even per- of Martin Vrana

mitted to be a party in the negotiations. Czechoslovakia had two choices: either they resisted Nazi Germany on there own or they submitted to the )
annexations of the Munich Agreement. Initially the Munich Agreement was popular with the majority of the British public as they believed it had
prevented war with Germany. But it also had its opponents, including the politicians Winston CHURCHILL and Anthony EDEN, who criticised the
British Government for behaving dishonorably. In the House of Commons, CHURCHILL was to declare that “England, has been offered a choice Jedna ze vzpom|' n kovych pohlednic, pi‘ipomi n aj icich odstoupem’ pohraniéi ja ko vysledek Mnichov-

between war and shame, she has chosen shame and will get war”. Czechoslovakia was forced to abandon their border fortifications and cede the

Sudeten regions to Nazi Germany. ské dohody a pocity, s jakymi ji obyvatelé Ceskoslovenska pfijimali. Archiv Martina Vrany.
Photograph of the signing of the Munich Agreement. Prime Minister Neville CHAMBERLAIN signed on behalf of Great Britain.

Fotografie z podpisu Mnichovské dohody. Za Velkou Britdnii ji podepisuje premiér Neville Chamberlain.

The following poem was written by FrantiS§ek HRUBIN in the wake of the Munich Agreement. The occupation of Czechoslovakia was the catalyst for many Czechoslovak soldiers and airmen to

A Song of Distress - Zpév Uzkosti: begin escaping from their homeland to Poland in order to fight for liberation of their homeland. Their
escape to Poland was not easy. They needed to cross horders, patrolled with armed guards which

Po podepsani Mnichovské dohody vznikly i takovéto ver§e (FrantiSek Hrubin — Zpév Gzkosti): carried the threat of death; just as dangerous was escape through other countries, which you can
read about in other parts of this exhibition.

Zvoni zvoni zrady zvon zrady zvon Ty Francie sladkd Francie

Ci ruce ho rozhoupaly kde je tvd capka Marianno Okupace Ceskoslovenska byla impulsem, kdy budouci éeskoslovensti pfislusnici RAF zagali vsemi

Francie sladkd hrdy Albion Slunecni stit tvilj praskly je moznymi cestami odchazet za hranice, aby tam mohli bojovat za svou vlast. Jejich odchod nebyl jed-

a my jsme je milovali a hanbou ¢pi tvé ano noduchy. Museli se dostat za stfezeneé hranice, na kterych jim hrozila smrt, a stejné nebezpecna byla

| cesta pres nektere dalsi zeme, o kterych se docCtete v dalsSi casti této vystavy.
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Brno-Slatina Airport, July 1938. Miroslav LISKUTIN is the third from Reconnaissance and light bomber planes Letov S 328 hidden on field - L ohuk 7
the left - here, a future member of the 145 Squadron and 312 (Czecho- airbase of Czechoslovak air forces, September 1938. Zdenék Hurt collec- - Le’cec {y pius
slovak) Squadron. Archive of Sqn. Ldr. Miroslav Liskutin, DFC, AFC via tion. _ 48. letka. General of Luftwaffe inspecting the aircraft gained from the Czecho-
Vaclav Tikovsky. - slovak Air Force after the occupation of Czechoslovakia. Archive of Ota

Pozorovaci a lehké bombardovaci dvouplosniky Letov S 328 ¢s. letectva Velitel 48. letky} | Hruby:.

LetiSté Brno - Slatina, Cervenec 1938. Treti zleva je Miroslav Liskutin, ukryté na polnim letisti béhem mnichovské krize za druhé mobilizace i kpt. let. Jaroslav Bify. )
tehdy budouci prislusnik 145. stihaci peruté a 312. ¢s. stihaci peruté. Ar- v zari 1938. Sbirka Zderika Hurta. | S (‘@ﬁk . | Praha. Generdl Luftwaffe si po okupaci Ceskoslovenska prohlizi zabra-
chiv Sq/Ldr Miroslava Liskutina, DFC, AFC prostrednictvim Vaclava Ti- : 1 f nd letadla. Archiv Oty Hrubého.
kovského. i

Celkem

Otakar HRUBY's pilots log book. The log books of all the Czechoslovak
pilots after the occupation of Nazi Germany on 15" March 1939 looked
like this. Otakar HRUBY was future pilot with 111 squadron. Archive of
Ota Hruby

Zapisnik lett Otakara Hrubého. Takto vypadaly z4pisniky vsech cesko-
slovenskych letcti po okupaci nacistickym Némeckem 15. brezna 1939.
V RAF létal Otakar Hruby u 111. peruté. Archiv Oty Hrubého.

75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF
/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF
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