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Code letters / pismena peruté: DU

312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

312. ceskoslovenska stihaci perut

Date and place of establishment / datum a misto zaloZeni: 5" September 1940 / 5. zafi 1940, Duxford
Date and place of disband / datum a misto rozpusténi: 22" September 1945 / 22. z

Budéjovice, Czechoslovakia /Ceskoslovensko

Squadron Commanders of 312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

Velitelé 312. €s. stihaci peruté

S/Ldr Jan AMBRUS, S/Ldr Frank H. TYSON (British / britsky spoluvelitel), S/Ldr Evzen CIZEK,
S/Ldr Jan KLAN, S/Ldr Alois VASATKO, S/Ldr Jan CERMAK, S/Ldr Tomas VYBIRAL, S/Ldr Frantisek
VANCL, DFC, S/Ldr Jaroslav HLADO, DFC, S/Ldr Vaclav SLOUF, DFC, S/Ldr Hugo HRBACEK, DFC

The squadron even used airports on the continent, and at the time of the invasion, the B-10 Plumetot airfield.
312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron used Hawker Hurricane and Supermarine Spitfire planes.

312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron was formed of two transports, which arrived in Great Britain from North Africa in July and August, 1940. Its basis
was formed in the Czechoslovak depot in Cosford in September 1940 of pilots with combat experience in France. After the war, in September 1945
it flew from Ruzyné in Prague to the airport in Plan4 u Ceskych Budé&jovic, where it created the 2nd Air Division with air regiments 4 and 5. From
3" March 1948 it bore the honorary title of “Airmen of Alois Vasatko”.

During World War II, it carried out 17,472 combat sorties with a total time of 10,364 operating hours. It shot down fourteen planes with certainty,
nine probably, and damaged 1 enemy plane. During this time, it lost 17 pilots (of these one was a Brit) and 6 were captured.

The first enemy aircraft was shot down by the trio of Sgt Josef STEHLIK, F/Lt Dennys E. GILLAM, DFC and P/O Alois VASATKO 8 October 1940.
The last operational flight was protection for bombers during the raid on the coastal batteries on the island of Helgoland. This raid took place on
19% April 1945.

In the Battle of Britain, the airmen of the 312 (Czechoslovak) Fighter Squadron carried out a total of eighty-five combat sorties with a total time of
fifty-eight hours.

The 312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron also participated in supporting the Jubilee operation - landing at Dieppe, Overlord - the invasion of Normandy,
Market-Garden - an attempt to circumvent the Siegfried Line and Varsity - support of violent crossing of the Rhine. This squadron was to be the
first to fly, under the command of S/Ldr Hugo HRBACEK, DFC, to aid the Prague Uprising, which erupted on 5™ May 1945 in occupied Prague. This
did not happend.

312. ¢s. stihaci perut pouzivala letouny Hawker Hurricane a Supermarine Spitfire.

312. perut byla zformovéna ze dvou transportti, které dorazily do Velké Britanie ze severni Afriky v Cervenci a srpnu 1940. Jeji zdklad byl vytvoren
v Ceskoslovenském depotu v Cosfordu v zari 1940 z pilott se zkuSenostmi z bojti ve Francii. Po valce, v zar'i 1945, preletéla z prazské Ruzyné na leti-
$té Plana u Ceskych Bud&jovic, kde vytvotila 2. leteckou divizi s Leteckymi pluky 4 a 5. Od 3. bi‘ezna 1948 nesla ¢estny nazev ,Letce Aloise Vasatka",
Za druhé svétové vilky vykonala celkem 17 472 bojovych vzletli v celkovém Case 10 364 operacnich hodin. Sestrelila ctrnact letadel jisté, devét
pravdépodobné a poskodila Sestnict nepratelskych letadel. Ztratila p¥i tom 17 pilotl (z toho jednoho Brita) a 6 jich bylo zajato.

Prvni nepratelsky letoun sestrelila trojice Sgt Josef Stehlik, F/Lt Dennys E. Gillam, DFC a P/O Alois Vasatko 8. fijna 1940 nedaleko Birkenhead. Po-
slednim opera¢nim letem byla ochrana bombardért pti ndletu na pobrezni baterie na ostrové Helgoland. Tento nélet se uskute¢nil 19. dubna 1945.
V Bitvé o Britdnii vykonali letci 312. ¢s. stihaci peruté celkem osmdesat pét bojovych vzletli v celkové délce padesat osm hodin.

312. Cs. stihaci perut se také podilela na podpore operaci Jubilee - vylodéni u Dieppe, Overlord - vylodéni v Normandii, Market - Garden - snaha
obejit Siegfriedovu linii a Varsity - podpora nésilného prekroceni Ryna. Tato perut méla jako prvni odletét, pod velenim S/Ldr Hugo Hrbacka,
DFC, na pomoc Prazskému povstani, které vypuklo 5. kvétna 1945 v okupované Praze. Nestalo se tak.
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Last page of the diary of Josef JANEBA, with a note from his friend
Vojtéch SMOLIK about his tragic accident. “Pilot officer - second
lieutenant, JANEBA Josef, died on 2 - V. 1942 in a plane crash. He
used his parachute, but the crash happened at a very low altitude,
so the parachute could not save him. He was my best friend. Hon-
or to his memory. P/O SMOLIK Vojtéch” Archive of Ondfej Krejcar.
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Posledni strana deniku Josefa Janeby se zdpisem jeho kamarédda
Vojtécha Smolika o jeho tragické havarii. ,Pilot officer - podporu-
¢ik, JANEBA Josef, zahynul dne 2 - V. 1942 pti srazce letadel. Pou-
zil padédku, ale ku srazce doslo velmi nizko, takze padak jej jiz ne-
mohl zachranit. Byl to mj nejlep${ kamarad. Cest jeho pamétce.
P/0 Smolik Vojtéch.” Archiv Ondfeje Krejcara.

Code letters / pismena peruté: RY

Motto in English means “One hawk
dispel many crows”

Squadron Commanders of 313 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

Velitelé 313. €s. stihaci peruté

S/LdrJosef JASKE, S/Ldr Gordon L. SINCLAIR, DFC (British/ britsky spoluvelitel), S/Ldr Karel MRAZEK,
DFC, S/Ldr Jaroslav HIMR, S/Ldr FrantiSek FAJTL, DFC, S/Ldr Vaclav BERGMAN, DFC, S/Ldr Alois
HOCHMAL, S/Ldr Karel KASAL, S/Ldr Otmar KUCERA, DFC

For some operations, the squadron even took off from airports on the continent.
313 (Czechoslovak) Squadron used Supermarine Spitfire planes.

Formed of Czechoslovaks who had up until then served in British squadrons.

The pilots were Czechoslovak, the ground personnel were British. After 1941 the number of non-Czech squadron members increased. In Czecho-
slovakia the 3™ Air Division was formed with its base in Brno. It was formed of Aviation Regiment 7, which on 3rd March 1948 received the honor-
ary title “Invasive” and the 8™ Aviation Regiment. The same honorary title was awarded to the 11 Fighter Squadron in Zatec after the fall of the
communist regime on 8" May 1990. This squadron was disbanded on 31 December 1993.

During World War II, it made 8,944 combat sorties with a total time of 13,760 operating hours. It shot down 12 aircraft and one flying bomb with
certainty, seven aircraft probably, and damaged 14 %2 aircraft. It had a total of thirty killed, missing and captured, of which four were Brits.

The first KIA was Sgt Josef GUTVALD, who died on 27 May 1941 in an air accident.

The first sortie of this unit took place on 11th June 1941, where it unsuccessfully pursued the enemy. Its final operational flight was the escort of
His Majesty King George VI and the Queen to the island of Guernsey, which took place on 7th June 1945. Its last success was the probable shooting
down of an Fw-190, achieved on 21% February 1945 by Stanley McCRACKEN.

The 313 (Czechoslovak) Squadron also participated in the support of the Overlord operation - the landing at Normandie and Fuller - the effort to
stop the German boats Scharnhorst, Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen, which were fleeing from Brest to Germany.

313. Cs. stihaci perut pouzivala letouny Supermarine Spitfire.

Zformovana z Cechoslovak, ktetf doposud slouzili u britskych peruti.

Piloti byli Cechoslovaci, pozemni persondl Britové. Po roce 1941 se zvétSoval pocet neceskych piislusnikd peruté. V Ceskoslovensku vytvotila
3. leteckou divizi se sidlem v Brné. Tvorily ji Letecky pluk 7, ktery dostal 3. bfezna 1948 Cestny nézev ,Invazni®, a Letecky pluk 8. Stejny Cestny na-
zev ziskal po paddu komunistického rezimu 11. stihaci pluk v Zatci, a to 8. kvétna 1990. Tento pluk byl zrusen 31. prosince 1993.

Za druhé svétové valky vykonala 8 944 bojovych vzletti v celkovém case 13 760 operacnich hodin. Sestrelila dvanéct letounti a jednu létajici pumu
jisté, pravdépodobné sestrelila sedm a poskodila ¢trnéct a jednu polovinu nepratelského letounu. Méla celkem tricet padlych, nezvéstnych a zaja-
tych, z toho Ctyri Brity.

Prvnim padlym této peruté byl Sgt Josef Gutvald, ktery zahynul 27. kvétna 1941 pri havarii.

Prvni operacni let této jednotky se uskutecnil 11. Cervna 1941, kdy netispésné pronasledovala nepritele. Poslednim opera¢nim letem byl doprovod
Jeho Velicenstva Krale Jiriho VI s krdlovnou na ostrov Guernsey, ktery se uskutecnil 7. cervna 1945. Poslednim tispéchem byl pravdépodobny se-
strel Fw-190, kterého dne 21. inora 1945 dosdhl Stanley McCracken.

313. ¢s. stihaci perut se také podilela na podpore operaci Overlord - vylodéni v Normandii a Fuller - snaze zastavit némecké lodé Scharnhorst,
Gneisenau a Prinz Eugen, které prchaly z Brestu do Némecka.
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Jiti REZNICEK, Prokop BRAZDA (KIA 24th April 1942) and Josef
GUTVALD (KIA 27" May 1941) having fun. Moravské zemské mu-
zeum
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Jiti Rezni¢ek, Prokop Brazda (KIA 24. dubna 1942) a Josef Gutvald
(KIA 27. kvétna 1941) se bavi. Moravské zemské muzeum
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75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF

Celebration of the establishment of Czechoslovakia. 28® October 1940,
Speke airport. Archive of Ondrej Krejcar.

Oslava vzniku Ceskoslovenska. 28. #{jna 1940, leti$té Speke. Archiv On-
dreje Krejcara.
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Manston Airport, 1945. Spitfires ready to fly over to Czechoslovakia.
Moravské zemské muzeum

Leti$té¢ Manston, 1945. Spitfiry jsou p¥ipraveny k pieletu do Ceskoslo-
venska. Moravské zemské muzeum.

Vojtéch SMOLIK (left) and Josef JANEBA. Vojtéch SMOLIK, DFC took
part in the Battle of Britain, via France. Josef JANEBA shared in the
downing of two planes. He KIA on 2nd May 1942. A re-enacted docu-
mentary, “Osud na nebi Josefa Janeby” was made about him. Zikmund
KARASEK, pilot with 312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron is standing above
both men. Archive of Ondrej Krejcar.

Vojtéch Smolik (vlevo) a Josef Janeba. Vojtéch Smolik, DFC se zd&astnil
Battle of Britain. JosefJaneba se ve Francii se podilel na sestrelech dvou
letadel. Zahynul 2. kvétna 1942. Byl o ném natocen hrany dokument
,Osud na nebi Josefa Janeby“. Nad nimi Zikmund Karasek, pilot 312. Cs.
stihaci peruté a instruktor. Archiv Ondreje Krejcara.
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“312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron, RAF Redhill, 19 August 1942, Dornier 217
flew into the sea near the coast of France.” Archive of Sq/Ldr Miroslav
Liskutin, DFC, AFC via Vaclav Tikovsky.

,312. perut, RAF Redhill, 19. srpna 1942, Dornier 217 vletél do more
u pobrezi Francie.” Archiv Sq/Ldr Miroslava Liskutina, DFC, AFC
prostiednictvim Véaclava Tikovského.

313 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

313. ceskoslovenska stihaci perut

Date and place of establishment / datum a misto zaloZeni: 10* May 1941/ 10. kvétna 1941, Catterick
Date and place of disband / datum a misto rozpugténi: 22" September 1945 / 22. z4fi

Catterick, 27™ May 1941 / 27. kvétna 1941. Left to right / Zleva: Standing /
stojici: Bohumil Dubec, Karel Mrazek, sitting / sedici: Josef Gutvald (KIA
two hours later / zabil se dvé hodiny po potizeni fotografie), Karel Kasal.
Moravské zemské muzeum

G/CptKarel MRAZEK, DFC, DSO. In 1942, after the death of Alois Vasatko,
he became the second commander of the Czechoslovak wing. Moravské
zemské muzeum

G/Cpt Karel Mrazek, DFC, DSO. V roce 1942, po umrti Aloise Vasatka,
se stal druhym velitelem Ceskoslovenského wingu. Moravské zemské
muzeum

/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF
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Ne mnozi, ale mnoho

afi 1940, Ceské

Spitfire 312 (Czechoslovak) Squadron in invasion colors. Archive of

Tomas Jambor

Spitfire 312. Cs. stihaci peruté v invaznich barvich. Archiv Tomaéase

Jambora.

“312 (Czechoslovak)
Squadron of the RAF,
Redhill, 19" August 1942,
Sgt pilot Mira LISKUTIN
landed safely at the base
with a Spitfire dam-
aged in combat. Clash
near Paris, with the
distance to the Redhill
airbase, near London,
a safe landing in that
state was a miracle!!!”
Archive of Sq/Ldr Miro-
slav Liskutin, DFC, AFC
via Vaclav Tikovsky.

,312. perut RAF, Redhill,
19. 8. 1942, Sgt pilot
Mira Liskutin v soubo-
ji s poSkozenym spit-
firem bezpecné pristél
na zdkladné. Souboj
u PariZe, vzddalenost
k letisti Redhill u Londy-
navtom stavu, bezpecné
pristdni - zazrak!!!”

Archiv Sq/Ldr Miroslava Liskutina, DFC, AFC prostfednictvim Véiclava
Tikovského.

Sgt Josef STEHLIK with a trophy from the squadron’s first success. This
was a Junkers Ju-88.
Archive of Ondrej Krejcar.

Sgt Josef Stehlik s trofeji z prvniho sestfelu peruté. Tim byl Junkers

Ju-88.

Archiv Ondreje Krejcara.
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1945, Brno, Czechoslovakia / Ceskoslovensko
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Sgt BlaZej KONVALINA, pilot WITH the 313 (Czechoslovak) Squadron of

the RAF. He was born on 3™ January 1919 in Blizkovice, county of Znoj-

mo, South Bohemian Region. He volunteered for the air force within the
scope of the “One Thousand Pilots for the Republic” campaign. After the
occupation, he crossed the border into Poland. There he participated in
retreat battles and made his way to Great Britain via the Soviet Union,
Turkey, and South Africa. He died in a crash on 22" January 1942, not
far from the base at Hornchurch by Purfeelt Farm. Moravské zemské
muzeum

Sgt Blazej Konvalina, pilot 313. ¢s. stihaci peruté RAF. Narodil se 3. ledna
1919 v Blizkovicich, okres Znojmo, Jihomoravsky kraj. V ramci akce ,Ti-
sic pilot republice” se dobrovolné prihlasil k vojenskému letectvu. Po
okupaci prekrocil hranice do Polska. Tam se ztcastnil dstupovych boji

a pres

Sovétsky svaz, Turecko a jizni Afriku se dostal do Velké Brita-

nie. Zahynul pri havarii 22. ledna 1942 nedaleko zakladny Hornchurch
u Purfeelt Farm. Moravské zemské muzeum

Wreckage of the Spitfire aircraft of Sgt Blazej KONVALINA after its

crash.

Moravské zemské muzeum

Trosky letounu spitfire Sgt BlaZeje Konvaliny po havarii. Moravské
zemské muzeum

Funeral of Sgt Blazej KONVALINA. Moravské zemské muzeum

Pohreb Sgt BlaZeje Konvaliny, Hornchurch. Moravské zemské muzeum
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