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311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

311. ceskoslovenska bombardovaci perut

Code letters / pismena peruté: KX, PP Date and place of establishment/datum a misto zaloZeni: 29t July 1940 / 29. éervence 1940, Honington

Motto in English means
Never regard their numbers.

Date and place of disband / datum a misto rozpuséténi: 15" February 1946 /15. 2. 1946, Plzen, Havli¢kiv
Brod, Czechoslovakia /Ceskoslovensko

Squadron Commanders of 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

Velitelé 311. ¢s. bombardovaci perute

W/Cdr Karel TOMAN - MARES, DFC, W/Cdr John GRIFFITHS, DFC (British / britsky spoluvelitel),
W/Cdr William S. P. SIMMONDS (British / britsky spoluvelitel), W/Cdr Josef SCHEJBAL, W/Cdr Josef
OCELKA, DFC, W/Cdr Josef SNAJDR, DFC, W/Cdr Jindfich BREICETL, DFC, W/Cdr Vladimir NEDVED,
MBE, DFC, W/Cdr Josef SEJBL, DFC, W/Cdr Jan KOSTOHRYZ, DSO

After completion of operational services the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron provided transportation from the UK to Czechoslovakia. During this

time, it flew from the bases in Manston, Pershore and Blackbush.

311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron used Wellington and Liberator planes.

Its first sortie took place on 10™ September 1940, and the target was the marshalling yard in Brussels.

Squdron was posted from Bomber Command to Coastal Command beause high losses and no backups in year 1942.

During service crews of 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron carried out 3,140 sorties lasting nearly 27,000 operational hours, while a total of 246 flying
personnel were killed or went missing. During its existence the air gunners shot down eight planes with certainty, seven probably, and damaged
fifteen. Its crews sank two submarines with certainty, three with high probability and four were damaged enough that they likely sank.

The most frequent target of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron under the Bomber Command were Bremen and Cologne, which this squadron at-

tacked seventeen times.

The squadron’s greatest success was the sinking of the blockade runner Alsterufer, which transported over 300 tons of rare tungsten from Japan
to Germany. Airmen of this squadron successfully attacked the blockade runner Himalaya and damaged it and the cruiser Prinz Eugen which was

probably hit.

The squadron member with the most flight hours in the Bomber Command was pilot W/Cdr Josef OCELKA, DFC, who flew forty-four operational

flights totalling a time of 224.5 hours.

The squadron member with the most flight hours in the Coastal Command was wireless operator F/Lt Miroslav VILD, DFC, who flew 102 opera-
tional missions in the Coastal Command, with a total time of 1,178 hours and 32 minutes (and additionally, four operational flights totalling 18

hours and 32 minutes in the Bomber Command).

The personnel of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron was then assigned to the air transport Regiment and the 6™ Air Division, which consisted of
Aviation Regiment 24, redeployed to the Plzen - Bory airbase, and as of 3rd March 1948 bearing the honorable name “Biskajsky” and Aviation Regi-
ment 25, relocated to the airbase in Havlicktv Brod, and as of 37 March 1948 bearing the honorable name “Atlantic”.

The 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron also participated in the Fuller operation - an effort to prevent the escape of the German flotilla through the La
Manche channel, Millenium (attacks by approximately 1,000 planes on a single target), Overlord (operation Cork) - protection of the La Manche

channel against German submarines and it also attacked targets in Italy
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Aerial view of the first base of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron in
Honington. Archive of Pavel Simet

Letecky pohled na prvni zdkladnu 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté Honing-
ton. Archiv Pavla Simeta.
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Record in the diary of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Bomber Squadron. Copy
of aletter from navigator Emil BUSINA from a prison camp. He became
a prisoner of war after his plane accidentally landed at an occupied
airport during his return from a raid on Boulogne. The radio operator
in this crew was Arnost VALENTA, the only Czechoslovak airman who
did not return from captivity - he was murdered by the Gestapo. His
profile is displayed in another section of this exhibition. I assume that
the Ernst, for whom he is requesting clothing, is that Arnost VALEN-
TA. Frank could be Franti§ek CIGOS, the pilot of BUSINA’s aircraft.
Archive of Petra Tonder.

Zaznam z deniku 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté. Prepis dopisu navigatora
Emila BuSiny ze zajateckého tabora. ,,Drahd Myr, zdravim Tebe a Joyce.
Prosim, posli mi mé sluzebni kalhoty, lodicku, kosile a spodky, ru¢nik,
svetr, boty, prosim, posli tyto véci pro mé pratele Franka a Ernsta.
Doufam, Ze se po valce uvidime.” Emil BuSina se stal vile¢nym zajatcem
poté, co jeho letoun pristal pri navratu z néletu na Boulogne omylem na
okupovaném letisti. Radiotelegrafistou v této posadce byl Arnost Valen-
ta, jediny Ceskoslovensky letec, ktery se nevratil ze zajeti - byl zavrazdén
gestapem. Jeho profil najdete v jiné ¢asti této vystavy. Predpokladam, ze
onim Ernstem, pro které si Emil Busina z4d4 obleCeni, je pravé Arnost
Valenta. Frankem muze byt Frantisek Cigos, pilot Businova letounu.
Archiv Petry Tonder.

After returning from a raid. Archive of Tomas Jambor

Po ndvratu z naletu. Archiv Tomase Jambora.
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Record in the diary of the 311 (Czechoslovak) squadron. Handwrit-
ten note adds: “Another one on the German account!” He calmly asks
friends - but that calm is hard, promising a hard and relentless set-
tling of accounts. In reality the Wellington KX-T was shot down over
Zuider See. Only Emanuel NOVOTNY and Augustin SESTAK, managed
tojump out, and they ended up captured. The others were buried at the
main cemetery in Oosterwolde, Oldebroek. Archive of Petra Tonder.

Zaznam v deniku 311. squadrony. Telegram Mezinarodniho cerveného
krize citujici oficidlni némeckou informaci, zZe letadlo s Sgt Karlem
Klimtem, Sgt Ottou Jirsakem, P/O Hubertem Jaroskem, P/O Bohumilem
Landou bylo sestreleno 16. fijna 1940 v okrese Bsterwyk. Zminéni jsou
pohtbeni v Bstwerwyku. Zadné dal$i zpravy o serZantech Novotném
a Sestdkovi. ...“ Ve skuteénosti byl wellington KX-T sesti‘elen nad Zuid-
er See. Vyskocit se podarilo pouze Emanuelu Novotnému a Augustinu
Sestakovi, ktefi skonéili v zajeti. Ostatni byli pohibeni na hlavnim
htbitové v Oosterwolde, Oldebroek. Archiv Petry Tonder.

Squadron armourers. Archive of Tomdas Jambor

Zbrojiri peruté. Archiv Tomase Jambora.
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Draft of attack on the blockade runner Alsterufer, made by the captain
of the aircraft, who sank it, Oldfich DOLEZAL. Archive of Tom DoleZal.

Nékres utoku na blockaderunner Alsterufer, provedeny kapitdnem
letounu, kteryho potopil, Oldrichem Dolezalem. Archiv TomaDolezala.

IN MEMORY OF ALL MEMBERS OF 311
CZECHOSLOVAK SQUADRON RAF COASTAL

COMMAND WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES
SO THAT WE MAY LIVE

THEY SHALL NOT BE FORGOTTEN

Memorial to Czechoslovak Airmen, Tain. Archive of Tain & District
Museum

Pamatnik ceskoslovenskym letcim, Tain. Tain & District Museum
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S % Manston

Po ukonéeni opera¢ni ¢innosti se perut podilela na repatriaci Cecho-
slovdku do vlasti. To startovala z letist Manston, Pershore a Blackbush.

311. Cs. bombardovaci perut pouzivala letouny wellington a liberator.

Jeji prvni operacni let se uskutecnil 10. zati 1940, cilem bylo seradovaci
nadrazi v Bruselu.

V roce 1942 byla kvtli ztratdm a chybéjicim zalohdm prerazena od
Bomber Command k Coastal Command.

V pribéhu sluzby vykonala perut 3 140 operac¢nich lett o celkové délce
témer 27 0oo operacnich hodin. Padlo nebo se stalo nezveéstnymi 246
¢lent 1étajiciho persondlu. Palubni strelci sestrelili osm letadel jisté,
sedm pravdépodobné a patnict jich poskodili. Jeji posadky potopily
dvé ponorky jisté, t¥i pravdépodobné a Ctyti byly poskozeny tak, Ze se
pravdépodobné mohly potopit.

Nejcastéjsim cilem 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté v rdmci Bomber Co-
mmand byly Brémy a Kolin nad Rynem, na které tato perut ttocila se-
dmnéctkrat.

NejvétSim uspéchem peruté bylo potopeni blockaderunneru Alste-
rufer, ktery prevazel z Japonska do Némecka ptes 300 tun vzacného
wolframu. Letci této peruté uspésneé utocili i na blockaderunner Hi-
malaya, ktery poskodili, stejné tak na kriznik Prinz Eugen, ktery byl
rovnéz pravdépodobné zasazen.

Nejvice operac¢nich hodin u Bomber Comand nalétal pilot W/Cdr Josef
Ocelka, DFC, a to 224,5 pri CtyriaCtyriceti operac¢nich letech.

V ramci Coastal Command nalétal nejvice hodin radiotelegrafista
F/Lt Miroslav Vild, DFC, a to 1178 hodin a 32 minut pfi sto dvou ope-
ra¢nich letech. (A k tomu je$té étyti operaéni lety v délce 18 hodin a 32
minut v rdmci Bomber Command.).

Po skonceni druhé svétové valky v Evropé se jeji prislusnici podileli
na repatriaci Cechoslovaki z Velké Britdnie domti do vlasti. V Cesko-
slovensku byl personél peruté pridélen k Leteckému dopravnimu plu-
ku a k 6. letecké divizi, kterou tvorily Letecky pluk 24, dislokovany na

letisté Plzenl - Bory, nesouci od 3. bfezna 1948 Cestny nazev ,Biskajsky“ a Letecky pluk 25, dislokovany na letisti v Havlickové Brodé, nesouci od

3. bfezna 1948 Cestny nazev ,Atlanticky”.

311. &s. bombardovaci perut se také podilela na operacich Fuller - snaha o zamezeni iniku némecké flotile kanalem La Manche, Millenium (itocich
kolem 1 000 letadel na jeden cil), Overlord (operace Cork) - ochrana kandlu La Manche proti némeckym ponorkdm a tito¢ila i na cile v Italii.

East Wretham, second base of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Bomber Squadron. Year 1941. Archive of Tom4$ Jambor

East Wretham, druhd zakladna 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté. Rok 1941. Archiv Tomése Jambora.

1. VALACH Karel, 2. HORAK Josef, 3. KONSTACKY Vilém, 4. FILLER Josef, 5. ANDERLE Leo, 6. VNOUCEK Jindrich, 7. CTVRTLIK Miroslav, 8. BERNAT Josef,
9. SLANSKY Vladimir, 10. BREITCETL Jindfich, 11. KIRCHSTEIN Alois, 12. KOSEK Ludvik, 13. ROZUM Alois, 14. STUDENT VAclav, 15. KORDA Vaclay,
16. ZAPLETAL Milan, 17. NEDVED Vladimir, 18. JEDOUNEK Arnost, 19. BECVAR Karel, 20. SNAJDR Josef, 21. PROCHAZKA Bedrich, 22. RADINA Frantisek,
23. MACHALEK Franti$ek, 24. FENCL Frantisek, 25. DOSTAL Hugo? 26. DOKTOR Jaroslav, 27. DOUBRAVA Josef?, 28. JAKS Vilém.

East Wretham, 16% October 1940. L-R: Sgts Augustin SESTAK, Jan
PLZAK, Karel KLIMT (KIA, 16™ October 1940), Karel VALACH (KIA 23
June 1941). Possibly last photo of Sgt KLIMT. Archive of Jaroslava Ro-
zumova

16. ¥fjen 1940, East Wretham. Zleva doprava: Augustin Sest4k, Jan Plzak,
Karel Klimt (KIA, 16. ¥{jna 1940), Karel Valach (KIA 23. éervna 1941). Ar-
chiv Jaroslavy Rozumové.

Eduard SIMON, air gunner, Charles PICKARD, liaison-officer for this
squadron, Karel BECVAR, navigator, and Josef OCELKA, third com-
mander of this squadron. Archive of Pavel Vancata

Eduard Simon, palubni stielec, Charles Pickard, sty¢ny diistojnik u této
peruté, Karel Be¢var, navigétor, a Josef Ocelka, tretf velitel této jednot-
ky. Archiv Pavla Vancaty.

/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF

Vladimir NEDVED, youngest commander of the 311 (Czechoslovak)
Bomber Squadron. For his attempt to save his comrade in arms, he re-
ceived The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire - MBE. This is
how he recalls the crash of his airplane on the night between the 16
and 17 of 1940 after the start of an attack on Mannheim: “.. I escaped
from the fiery cage of the shattered plane... I remembered Jarda TOUL
in the rear... the rear turret was turned to the side, but it was closed...
I found Jarda TOUL curled behind the guns... “Jarda, you've got to get
out fast, the whole machine is on fire”... I tried to lift him. It wasn't pos-
sible... the entire front of the plane was a single flame... only about four
meters remained. Terrified by this distance, which was was slowly de-
creasing, and aware of what awaited Jarda... I once again grabbed hold
of his jumpsuit... he could not be allowed to burn to death... we jointly
lifted his body... but it didn't go any further. The fire kept coming closer
and suddenly - there was a thundering explosion. Only now did I real-
ize that there were bombs in the plane...the fire was getting dangerously
close...Jarda had both legs stuck under the seat and the entire weight of
the tail was lying on them. I realized that I couldn't lift the entire back
end....I knew what awaited him...burning alive. There was a new loud
explosion, the dazzling white flame of burning aluminum mingled with
the tongues of flame of an oil bomb... I leaned toward Jarda “I can’t get
yourlegsfree,” Isaid tohim,...“Please,...stay with me,” he said quietly. He
was still fully conscious, not injured anywhere, only on his legs. I stayed
with him at the turret. “I have a revolver in my pocket - shoot me”. Those
were his last words to me. Then came the hardest decision of my life.
What to do?...I searched for the weapon in his pockets, but couldn’t find
it... the third bomb exploded. The shock wave hit me...I flew off about
five meters...” Jaromir TOUL was later took out, but died of burns.

After the communist takeover, Vladimir NEDVED, MBE hijacked a plane
of Ceskoslovenské aerolinie and flew abroad. He rejoined the RAF and
served until 1955.

Vladimir Nedvéd, nejmladsi velitel 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté. Za
pokus zachranit spolubojovnika obdrzel Rad britského impéria (The
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire - MBE). Takto vzpomin4 na
havarii svého letounu z noci z 16. na 17. prosince 1940 po startu k ttoku
na Mannheim: ,,....unikl jsem z ohnivé klece roztristéného letadla...
vzpomneél jsem si na Jardu Toula v zadni ¢ésti...zadni strelecka véz
byla otocena do boku, ale byla zavrena...nasel jsem Jardu Toula schoul-
eného za kulomety...“Jardo, musis rychle ven, celd masina hori“...snazil
jsem se ho nadzvednout. Neslo to. ...cely predek letadla byl v jednom
plameni...zbyvaly asi jesté ¢tytri metry. Udésen touto vzdalenosti...
védom si toho, co Jardu ceki...jsem se znovu...chopil jeho kombinézy...
nadzvedli jsme spole¢nymi silami jeho télo...dale to vSak neslo. Ohenl
se stale priblizoval a tu ndhle - ohromny vybuch. Teprve nyni jsem si
uveédomil, Ze v letadle jsou pumy...pozar se nebezpecné priblizoval...
Jarda mél obé nohy ptirazené pod sedackou a celd vdha ocasu lezela na
nich. Pochopil jsem, Ze celou zad nezvednu...védél jsem, co ho ceka...
uhoret zaziva. Novy otrasajici vybuch, oslnivé bilé plameny hoticiho
aluminia se misily s ohnivymi jazyky olejové pumy...Naklonil jsem se
k Jardovi. “Nemohu uvolnit nohy,“ ekl jsem mu, ...”Prosim té...zustan
u mne,” pravil tiSe. Byl jiz zcela pfi plném védomi, nikde nezranén,
pouze na svych nohou. Zistal jsem s nim u véZe. “Mam v kapse revolv-
er - zastfel mé”. To byla jeho posledni slova ke mné. Nastavalo nejtézsi
rozhodnuti mého Zivota. Co délat? ...hledal jsem v kapsach zbran, ale
nenasel...tfetf puma explodovala. Tlak vzduchu mne uchopil...odletél
jsem asi pét metr...“ Jaromir Toul byl posléze vyprostén, ale zemrel
na popaleniny.

Vladimir Nedvéd, MBE po komunistickém pievratu unesl letadlo CSA
a uletél do exilu. Do roku 1955 ptisobil opét v RAF.
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