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At the end of the 1930's, the British War Office began to implement previously developed plans
for reinforcing British defenses due to fears concerning the start of another military conflict. One
of these points was to reinstate the Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF). Detachments were acti-
vated on 28" June 1939 and were soon incorporated into the British Air Force. After two years of
successful operation, British authorities awarded WAAF members the status of members of the
armed forces and gave them the same rank as men. During the war, they served in Europe, the
Mediterranean, Africa or the Far East and their number rose to as many as 180,000 individuals half
way through the war.

The volunteers occupied a range of professions in the Air Force: they worked in offices, kitch-
ens, workshops, stockrooms and hospitals. They worked as drivers for many types of vehicles or
as operators for a wide range of modern equipment in the departments of photography, meteorol-
ogy, mapping and codebreaking. They were also integrated into anti-aircraft defense and were able
to replace men who left for combat units in war areas without serious problem.

As of the second half of 1941, female foreign nationals also found employment in the WAAF de-
tachments. More than 160 women from former Czechoslovakia or foreign wives of Czechoslovak
soldiers worked there among women from Belgium, Germany, Palestine, Greece and elsewhere.

As of 1941, the pertinent authorities were already discussing the possibility of creating an inde-
pendent female Czechoslovak unit within the national foreign armed forces, but, in the end, they
did not recommended its formation for various reasons. After an arrangement with the British, they
agreed to let them remain in the WAAF. The service of female volunteers from Czechoslovakia has
thus become part of British military tradition, while it still has not been fully appreciated in the vol-

Czechoslovak Women in the Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF)

Ceskoslovenské Zzeny ve Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF)

Z obavy pred vypuknutim dalsiho valecného konfliktu zacalo koncem tficatych let minulého sto-
leti britské War Office realizovat pfedem pfipravené plany k posileni obrany Britskych ostrovt. Jed-
nim z bodl se stalo i obnoveni Zenskych pomocnych sil vojenského letectva (WAAF). Oddily byly
aktivovany 28. cervna 1939 a zahy se zaclenily do chodu britskych leteckych sil. Po dvou letech
uspesne cinnosti priznaly britskeé urady ¢lenkam WAAF statut clena ozbrojenych sil a postavily je
na uroven muzl. BEhem valky slouzily na izemi Evropy, Stredomofi, Afriky nebo Dalného vychodu
a jejich maximalni stavy dosahly v polovine valky 180 000 osob.

Dobrovolnice zastavaly u letectva fradu profesi: pracovaly v kancelarich, kuchynich, dilnach, skla-
dech, nemocnicich, zastavaly funkce fidicek mnoha typu vozidel, obsluhy fady modernich pfistroju
ve fotografickém, meteorologickém, mapovem €i sifrovacim oddeéleni nebo se zapojily do protileta-
dlové obrany a bez vaznéjsich problému dokazaly nahradit muze odchazejici k bojovym jednotkam
do valecénych oblasti.

Od druhé poloviny roku 1941 nalezly v oddilech WAAF uplatnéni i pfislu$nice dalSich narodu. Meazi
Belgi¢ankami, Némkami, Palestinkami, Rekyn&mi a Zenami dal$ich narodnosti zde ptsobilo vice jak
160 Zen z Gzemi byvalého Ceskoslovenska nebo zahraniénich manzelek &s. vojaka.

Moznost vytvoreni samostatné €s. Zzenskeé jednotky v ramci narodni zahranicni armady sice pri-
slusné urady jiz v roce 1941 projednavaly, ale jeji vytvoreni nakonec z riznych divodi nedoporucily.
Po dohode s Brity souhlasily s jejich ponechanim u WAAF. Sluzba ¢s. dobrovolnic se tak stala sou-
¢asti britskych vojenskych tradic a ve své vlasti zlistala zatim nedocenéna.

unteers’ native country.

Luisa Kramerova Raudnitzova Abrahams

Lady Luisa Abrahams, née Kramerova (1910-2006). Before the war,
she actively dedicated herself to sports and successfully participated in
anumber of international competitions as the member of a golf club. In
1938, she won the Czechoslovak International Championship. Shortly
before the war, she left for Britain. On the basis of an appeal to foreign
nationals, she voluntarily enrolled in the army in 1941 and entered
active service with the WAAF units in Britain on 28% April 1941. She
served as a radio operator and office worker. After the war, she lived in
Britain. She devoted herself to her family, business, charitable activities
and golf. In January 1970, she and her husband were conferred titles of
nobility. She died in London.

Lady Abrahams Luisa, divéim jménem Kramerova (1910-2006). Pfed
valkou se aktivné vénovala sportu ajako ¢lenka golfového klubu se s ispé-
chem castnila fady mezindrodnich zdvodd. V roce 1938 vyhréla mezina-
rodni mistrovstvi Ceskoslovenska. Kratce pied valkou odjela do Brit4nie.
Na zékladé vyzvy k cizim statnim prislusnicim se zacatkem roku 1941
dobrovolné prihlasila do armady a 28. dubna 1941 nastoupila ¢innou sluz-
bu u jednotek WAAF v Briténii. Slouzila jako spojarka a kancelarska sila.
Po valce Zila v Britanii. Vénovala se rodiné, obchodu, charitativni ¢innosti
a golfu. V lednu 1970 byla s manzelem povysena do §lechtického stav. Ze-
mrela v Londyné.
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Tonderova Ascherova Jifina - NAarodni
archiv, Policejni reditelstvi Praha - vSeo-
becnd spisovna 1941-1950, sign. T 1637/17,
karton 11666

Jifina Tonderova, née Ascherova (1919-2009). A keen sportswoman
and exceptional skier, Jirina was competing in ski tournament when
Hitler invaded. This was lucky as her father was Jewish. She made her
way to England and worked as a journalist for the Gov. in exile, until
an obituary of Ivo Tonder, with whom she had just fallen in love, was
placed on her desk, prompting her to join the WRAF. On completing ra-
dar training she served on the Isle of Mann, in Aberdeen, Sopley, Hast-
ings, and Dundee. Ivo’s obituary was premature, and on his return in
1945, they married and returned to Prague. The uncomfortable political
situation encouraged them to move away, and they bought a farm above
Marienbad. However, pressure from the Communist party followed
them, and after the February coup it was clear that they would have
to leave the country again. Unfortunately Jirina was expecting their
second child, delayed departure until after the birth, and the escape at-
tempt failed. Many more attempts were made. Eventually they had to
escape separately, and from England they succeeded in arranging for
the children to be smuggled out. In June 1951 the family was reunited in
London.

Tonderova Jifina, divéim jménem Ascherova (1919-2009). Pracovala
jako ucitelka gymnastiky. Ve volném case se vénovala sportu a ve sjez-
dovém lyzovani nékolikrat reprezentovala svoji vlast na mezindrodnich
mistrovstvich v zahranici. Némecka okupace ji zastihla na zdvodech ve
Svycarsku a do vlasti se jiz nevratila. Sviij druhy domov nasla v Brit4nii,
kde posléze pracovala jako socidlni pracovnice a novinarka. Odvodu do
jednotek WAAF se dobrovolné podrobila v srpnu 1942 a ¢innou sluzbu
nastoupila 16. zari téhoz roku. Absolvovala vycvik pro radarové ope-
ratorky a postupné slouzila na leteckych zdkladnach na ostrové Man,
v Aberdeenu, Sopley, Hastingsu a nakonec v Dundee. Demobilizovala
18. I'jjna 1945. Vdala se za vynikajiciho ¢s. letce Ivo Tondera a Zila v Pra-
ze. Po zméné politického reZimu v Ceskoslovensku béhem roku 1948 se
s détmi trikrat pokusila ilegdlné opustit republiku. Dvakrat byla zadr-
zena, souzena a véznéna. Teprve tfeti pokus v roce 1951 se stal ispes-
nym. Poté Zila s rodinou v Briténii.

75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF

Samsulova Pavla Archive of Tom4as Jambor
/ Archiv Tomdse Jambora

Pavla Samsulova, née Ederova (1914-2000). As of February 1939, she
worked as a maid in a household in the British Isles. After recruitment
in the British Army was announced for foreign nationals, she voluntar-
ily enrolled for service in the WAAF units. She entered active service
on 21st October 1941. After completing both a basic and a specialized
course, she worked as a chef and a butcher at the Ruislip Air Base. For
personal reasons, she was discharged from service on 29th June 1942.
She subsequently married Josef Samsula, an armorer in the Czechoslo-
vak Air Force in Britain. After the war, she lived in Moravia and worked
in mostly blue-collar professions. She died in Brno.

Samsulova Pavla, divéim jménem Ederova (1914-2000). Od tinora 1939
pracovala jako pomocnice v domacnosti na Britskych ostrovech. Po vy-
hladseni ndboru cizich statnich prislusnic do britské armady se dobro-
volné piihlésila ke sluZbé u jednotek WAAF. Cinnou sluzbu nastoupila
21. Iijna 1941. Po absolvovani zdkladniho a odborného kurzu pracovala
jako kucharka a reznice na letecké zdkladné Ruislip. Z rodinnych da-
vodl demobilizovala ze sluzby 29. Cervna 1942. Nasledné se provdala za
zbrojite ¢s. letectva v Brit4nii Josefa Samsulu. Po valce Zila na Moravé
a pracovala vesmeés v délnickych profesich. Zemtela v Brné.

Boxhornova Ellen - Narodni archiv, fo-
tografie, fond Policejni reditelstvi Praha
- vSeobecnd spisovna 1931-1940, sign. B
2548/13, karton 4883

Ellen Boxhornov4, née Raphael (b. 1915). She studied at an indus-
trial arts school in Dortmund, Germany. In January 1934, she married
a Czechoslovak national and thus acquired his nationality. Afterward,
she left for Prague in the face of Nazi persecution. Half way through
1939, she moved to the British Isles. Here, she completed a nursing
course and a course for social workers. Later, she worked in the health
care industry; moreover, after work, she went to help as a volunteer
nurse for the Czechoslovak Red Cross at the Kensington Women's Wel-
fare Centre. At the end of 1942, she voluntarily enrolled in the WAAF
detachments and entered active service within the next year. During
May 1944, she worked at the Wratting Common Air Base.

Boxhornova Ellen, divéim jménem Raphael, (1915). Vystudovala umé-
lecko-primyslovou skolu v némeckém Dortmundu. V lednu 1934 se vda-
la za Ceskoslovenského statniho obcana a ziskala jeho statni prislusnost.
Posléze odjela pred nacistickou perzekuci z Némecka do Prahy. V polovi-
né roku 1939 se vystéhovala na Britské ostrovy. Zde absolvovala osetro-
vatelsky kurz a kurz pro socidlni pracovnice. Pozdéji pracovala ve zdra-
votnictvi a po zaméstnani navic dochazela vypomahat jako dobrovoln4
oSetfovatelka Cs. Cerveného kiiZe do Kensigton Women’s Welfare Cent-
re. Koncem roku 1942 se dobrovolné prihlésila k oddilim WAAF a béhem
dalsiho roku nastoupila ¢innou sluzbu. V pribéhu kvétna 1944 ptisobila
na letecké zakladné Wratting Common.

Truda Freundova, née Tiirklova (1919-1948). After the events in Mu-
nich, she left with her brother for Great Britain. Their parents remained
in their home country and died in a concentration camp during the
course of 1942. Her brother also died in the same year; he served in
the Czechoslovak Air Force. Subsequently, Truda enrolled in the army
and then entered service with the WAAF units in Britain. Among other
things, she served at the Melksham Air Base. After the war, she worked
as a secretary, married and lived for a short time in Venezuela.

Freundova Truda, divéim jménem Tiirklova (1919-1948). Po mni-
chovskych udalostech odjela s bratrem do Velké Britanie. Rodice ztstali
ve vlasti a béhem roku 1942 zahynuli v koncentra¢nim tébore. Ve stej-
ném roce padl i jeji bratr, ktery slouzil u ¢s. letectva. Nasledné se Truda
prihlasila do armady a posléze nastoupila sluzbu u jednotek WAAF
v Britdnii. Mimo jiné pusobila na letecké zakladné Melksham. Po vélce
pracovala jako sekretarka, vdala se a kratce zila na izemi Venezuely.
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Sedlakova Edita Archive of Jiti Rail / Archiv
Jiriho Raila

Edita Sedlakova, née Hermannova (1926-1945). On account of racial
persecution, her family enrolled her in a foster care program organized
by Nicholas Winton shortly before the outbreak of war. In July 1939,
she abandoned her country and left for Britain. There, she lived with
a British family and worked as a seamstress after finishing her educa-
tion. Shortly after reaching recruitment age, she enrolled in the army.
She began active service with the WAAF units on 11* October 1943. She
served at a number of air bases. During her stay at Manston, she met
her future husband, Zdenék Sedl4k of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron.
They married on 14® May 1945. With the help of her husband, she decid-
ed to secretly fly to her native country the month before her discharge;
however, the plane crashed shortly after takeoff on 5% October 1945, and
all persons on board died.

Sedliakova Edita, divéim jménem Hermannova (1926-1945). Z dtivodu
rasové perzekuce ji rodice kratce pred vypuknutim véalkou prihlasili
do programu péstounské péce organizované Nicholasem Wintonem.
V Cervenci 1939 opustila svoji vlast a odjela na izemi Britanie. Zde zila
v britské rodiné a po ukonceni vzdélani pracovala jako $vadlena. Kratce
po dosaZeni odvodového véku se prihlasila do armady. Cinnou sluzbu
u jednotek WAAF zahgjila 11. Iijna 1943. Slouzila na nékolika leteckych
zakladnach. Béhem pobytu v Manstonu potkala svého budouciho muze,
Zdenka Sedldka z 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté. Manzelstvi uzavreli
14. kvétna 1945. Mésic pred demobilizaci se s pomoci manzela rozhodla
tajné odletét do vlasti, ovSem letadlo se kratce po startu dne 5. fijna 1945
zritilo a vSechny osoby na palubé zahynuly.

Miillerovd Hanna - Ndrodni archiv, fond
Policejni reditelstvi Praha - vSeobecna
spisovna 1941-1950, sign. M 2838/40, kar-
ton 7488

Hanna Miillerova, née Hénigova (b. 1916). After the occupation of her
country, she escaped to Palestine. Half way through July 1944, she en-
tered active service with the WAAF in Palestine. She worked at the air
base in Ismailia with the meteorological service. Her military service
formally ended on 25™ April 1946. After discharge, she returned to her
country. Because she was unable to find any surviving relatives, she re-
turned to Egypt at the beginning of 1947.

Miillerovd Hanna, divéim jménem Hénigova (1916). Po okupaci vlasti
uprchla do Palestiny. V poloviné Cervence 1944 nastoupila ¢innou sluz-
bu u WAAF v Palestiné. Pisobila na letecké zadkladné v Ismailii u meteo-
rologické sluzby. Vojenskou sluzbu formalné ukoncila k 25. dubnu 1946.
Po demobilizaci odjela zpét do vlasti. Jelikoz zde nenasla zddné prezivsi
pribuzné, vratila se zacatkem roku 1947 do Egypta.

Deborah Schlesingerova (b. 1922). Not long before the outbreak of the
Second World War, she had to interrupt her studies for reasons of race.
Afterward, she traveled from Slovakia across Hungary and Turkey to
Palestine, where she registered with the Czechoslovak authorities. At
the end of 1942, she submitted an application to the ATS units. At the
insistence of her family, however, she applied for a deferment and fin-
ished her studies in Tel Aviv within a few months. Afterward, she re-
enrolled in the army. At the end of September or beginning of October
1943, she entered service in the WAAF units in Palestine. She completed
basic training at the base in Lydda and was then transferred to the Is-
mailia airfield. Shortly after arriving, however, she became the victim
of a motor vehicle accident and suffered serious injuries. At the end of
November 1944, they released her from the hospital into home care af-
ter a year of treatment. She returned to Czechoslovakia in 1946.

Schlesingerova Deborah (1922). Nedlouho pfed vypuknutim 2. svéto-
vé valky musela z rasovych divodi prerusit studium. Poté vycestovala
ze Slovenska pres Madarsko a Turecko do Palestiny, kde se prihlésila
u Cs. uradt. Koncem roku 1942 podala prihlasku do jednotek ATS. Na
naléhani rodiny vSak pozddala o odklad a béhem nékolika mésicti do-
koncila studia v Tel Avivu. Poté se znovu hlésila do armédy. Na prelomu
zari a ijna 1943 nastoupila sluzbu u jednotek WAAF v Palestiné. Zdklad-
ni vycvik absolvovala na zdkladné v Lydeé a poté byla preloZena na leti-
sté do Ismailie. Kratce po prijezdu se vSak stala obéti dopravni nehody
a utrpéla tézké zranéni. Z nemocnice ji propustili do domaci péce az
po ro¢nim lé¢eni koncem listopadu 1944. Do Ceskoslovenska se vratila
V roce 1946.

/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF

Prchalova Sperkova Dolores Archive of
Jiri Rail / Archiv Jittho Raila

Dolores Prchalova, née Sperkova (1915-1990). Before the war, she
worked as an editor in the Melantrich Publishing House. She was po-
litically active in the Czechoslovak National Socialist Party, where she
worked in the Women's Central Secretariat. Soon after the German oc-
cupation, she abandoned the Protectorate for political reasons and left
for Poland. There, she joined the Czechoslovak resistance in Krakéw
and worked in the local Czech consulate from April to June 1939. Af-
terward, she left Poland for Great Britain, where she actively partici-
pated in putting together and publishing the significant exile periodical
Cechoslovék. In the second half of 1941, she voluntarily enrolled in the
WAAF units. In 1941, she entered active service on the Czechoslovak
national holiday of 28% October. She completed basic and specialized
training and, after a few months, was enrolled in a course for officers.
Later, she worked in the 2nd Department of the Inspectorate of the
Czechoslovak Air Force in London. During her time in the army, she met
the pilot Eduard Prchal, whom she married in 1944. She was released
from service for family reasons in January 1945. After the war, she re-
turned to Czechoslovakia and lived in Prague. She left her country for
the second time at the end of September 1950 due to political changes
in the Republic and because of fears of being followed. She returned to
Britain and, from there, eventually moved to the USA.

Prchalova Dolores, divéim jménem Sperkova (1915-1990). Pied valkou
pracovala jako redaktorka v nakladatelstvi Melantrich. Politicky se ak-
tivné projevovala v ramci Ceskoslovenské strany narodné socialistické,
kde piisobila v Ustiednim sekretaritu Zen. Zahy po némecké okupaci
opustila z politickych divoda Protektorat a odjela do Polska. Zde se
v Krakové zapojila do ceskoslovenského odboje a od dubna do cervna
1939 pracovala na mistnim ¢s. konzulatu. Poté odjela z Polska do Velké
Britdnie, kde se aktivné podilela na pripravé a vydavani vyznamného
exilového periodika Cechoslovék. Ve druhé poloviné roku 1941 se dob-
rovolné prihl4sila do jednotek WAAF. Cinnou sluZbu nastoupila na ¢es-
koslovensky statni svatek 28. rijna 1941. Absolvovala zdkladni a odborny
vycvik a po nékolika mésicich byla zarazena do kurzu pro dastojniky.
Pozdéji pracovala na 2. oddélenf Inspektoratu ceskoslovenského letec-
tva v Londyné. Béhem svého plsobeni v armadé se seznamila s pilotem
Eduardem Prchalem, za kterého se provdala v roce 1944. Ze sluzby byla
propusténa z rodinnych dfivodd v lednu 1945. Po vélce se vratila do Ces-
koslovenska a zila v Praze. V disledku politickych zmén v republice
a z obav pred prondsledovanim opustila na konci zati 1950 svoji vlast
podruhé. Vratila se do Britdnie, odkud se posléze vystéhovala do USA.

Sudicka Ida - Narodni archiv, fond Policej-
ni reditelstvi Praha - vSeobecnd spisovna
1931-1940, sign. S 7162/28, karton 11250

Marie Ida Sumova, née Sudicka (1914-1992). Before the war, she stud-
ied at the Faculty of Law at Charles University in Prague. After taking
exams in 1938, she interrupted her studies and left to perfect her Eng-
lish in the British Isles. However, the outbreak of a world war one year
later prevented her from returning to her country. In the meantime,
she completed a Red Cross nursing course in Britain and began to work
as a nurse in the Metropolitan War Emergency Hospital in Walon on
Thames. She worked here until the end of 1941, when she left the hospi-
tal for health reasons. She entered active service with the WAAF units
on 28% January 1943. After training, she worked for the meteorological
service at the air base in Beaulieu, among other things. She met me-
chanic Josef Suma of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron and married him
in February 1944. She left the army for family reasons on 28th Septem-
ber 1944. After the war, she returned to her country and lived with her
family in BeneSov nad Plouc¢nici.

Sumova Marie Ida, divéim jménem Sudicka (1914-1992). Pfed valkou
studovala na Pravnické fakulté Univerzity Karlovy v Praze a po slozeni
zkousek v roce 1938 prerusila dochazku a odjela se zdokonalit v anglic-
kém jazyce na Britské ostrovy. Vypuknuti svétové valky o rok pozdéji ji
vSak znemoznilo navrat do vlasti. V Britanii mezitim absolvovala oset-
tfovatelsky kurz Cerveného kii¥e a jako oSetfovatelka nastoupila praci
v Metropolitan War Emergency Hospital ve Walton on Thames. Zde pi-
sobila do konce roku 1941, kdy nemocnici opustila ze zdravotnich davo-
dt. Cinnou sluzbu u jednotek WAAF nastoupila 28. ledna 1943. Po vycvi-
ku plisobila u meteorologické sluzby, mj. na letecké zakladné v Beau-
lieu. Sezndmila se mechanikem 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté Josefem
Sumou a v iinoru 1944 se za néj provdala. Arméadu opustila z rodinnych
davodi 28. zari 1944. Po valce se vratila do vlasti a se svoji rodinou zila
v Benesové nad Ploucnici.
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