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Life stories

Osudy

One-legged air gunner

W/0 Ladislav Kadlec
Born on 14 July 1917, Brankovice, VysSkov District, South Moravian Region
He was killed on 13t March 1944, Bay of Biscay (missing in action, MIA)

Barber becomes an air gunner

On 6% July 1941, during the retourn journey from a sortie to Miinster, his wellington was attacked by a Messerschmitt Bf-110. He was able to repeat
the attack but he was seriously wounded. His right leg was amputated below the knee in the hospital. He was discharged from hospital with a false
leg. He wanted to return to operational duty. He was finally able to pass a Medical Selection Board. He became the only one-legged Czechoslovak
airmen on active service. Unfortunately, on 13™ March 1944, he went missing during a patrol over the Bay of Biskay. His remains have never been
found.

He is remembered on a memory plaque installed on the elementary school building in Brankovice.

Jednonohy palubni strelec

W/0 Ladislav Kadlec
Narozen 14. cervence 1917, Brankovice, okres Vyskov, Jihomoravsky kraj
Padl 13. bifezna 1944, Biskajsky zaliv (nezvéstny, MIA)

Holi¢ palubnim stfelcem

Pri navratu z ndletu na Miinster na jejich letoun zautocila némecka stihacka. Ladislav Kadlec byl téZce zranén a musela mu byt amputovana noha
a nahrazena protézou. Po rehabilitaci se vratil k opera¢nimu létani. Je nezvéstny od osmactyricatého letu, na ktery odstartoval 13. bfezna 1944.
Jeho ostatky nebyly nikdy nalezeny.

Je vzpomenut na pameétni desce umisténé na zdkladni skole v Brankovicich.

Fotografie z No1(C) OTU (Ceskoslovenské opera¢né vycvikové
jednotky). Zleva/from left: Bohuslav TOBYSKA, Mariin PAT-
ZELT, Miroslav STYBLIK (KIA, 23™ November 1943/23. listo-
padu 1943), Ladislav KADLEC (KIA, 13™ March 1944/13. bfezna
1944), Hanu§ AUER, unknown/neznimy, Jaroslav LISKA,
Alois VOLEK (KIA, 14 March 1945/14. bfezna 1945). Archive
of Tomas Jambor. Archiv Tomase Jambora.

Ladislav KADLEC shows to his comrades, how is possible to walk
with false leg. Zdenék Hurt collection. / Ladislav Kadlec po ndvratu
k 311. peruti predvddi spolubojovnikiim, jak lze chodit s protézou. Sbirka
Zderika Hurta.

Even under communism, he strived to make sure that we do not forget about our RAF members

P/0 Alois Konopicky, OBE
Born on 11*" May 1915, Nuzice, Ceské Budéjovice District, South Bohemian Region
Died on 21t August 2000, Prague

He was a man who has always been, at all times and under all regimes, instrumental in promoting this country, making sure his fight and the fight
of his friends has not been and will not be forgotten.

In 1993, he was named a member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire for his activities under communism when he had put together
alist of all Czechoslovak RAF pilots. He would also organize their meetings and secret funerals. And despite of the communist secret police StB, he
would wear his RAF uniform to all memorial events. He was also a intermediary for contacts with the British embassy. He supported the memory
of the Czechoslovak RAF members even after the fall of the communist regime in 1989. In 1995, he participated in the foundation of the Czechoslo-
vak Association of Legionaries in Prague 3.

| za komunismu se snazil, abychom na RAFaky nezapomneli

P/0 Alois Konopicky OBE
Narozen 11. kvétna 1915, Nuzice, okres Ceské Budgjovice, Jihoéesky kraj
Zemrel 21. srpna 2000, Praha

Byl to clovek, ktery se vSestranné, ve vsech dobach a za vSech rezimd, zaslouzil o tuto zemi a to, Ze boj jeho a jeho kamaradt nebyl a nebude zapo-
menut.

V roce 1993 byl vyznamenédn radem Member The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, a to za svou ¢innost v pribéhu komunismu, kdy se-
stavil seznam vSech ceskoslovenskych letci RAF a organizoval také jejich akce i tajné pohtby. A bez ohledu na komunistickou tajnou policii StB
nosil na vSechny vzpominkové akce uniformu RAF. Byl prostfednikem pfi kontaktech s britskou ambasadou. Pamatku ceskoslovenskych prislus-
nik&i RAF podporoval i po pAdu komunistického reZimu v roce 1989. V roce 1995 zakladal v Praze 3 jednotu Ceskoslovenské obce legionaiské.

Alois Konopicky Two men, two prisoners of communism. Alois Konopicky
(left) and transport pilot FrantiSek Altman, AFC. Funeral of
exairman Stanislav Rejthar, December 1944. Archive of As-
sociation of Czechoslovak Foreign Airmen 1939-1945. / Dva
byvali politicti vézni z padesdtych let, vdlecny zbrojit Alois Ko-
nopicky (vlevo) a dopravni pilot FrantiSek Altman, AFC. Zde pfi
pohtbu Stanislava Rejthara v prosinci 1977. Archiv Sdruzent Cs.

zahranic¢nich letcil 1939-45.

First airman of 311 (Czechoslovak) squadron killed in action

Sgt Karel Kunka
Born on 27" July 1913, Oslavany, Brno — Venkov District, South Moravian Region
Killed in action on 25" September 1940, Haag, the Netherlands

Rather death than captivity

He did not return from an air raid on Berlin, not even two weeks after the commencement of operation flights of 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. His
plane was damaged by flak and had to make an emergency landing. The first part of the crew have been arrested already in the morning, while the
other part of the crew, including Karel KUNKA, were hiding for another day. When they were encircled, Karel KUNKA fatally shot himself with
a flare pistol. He underwent a surgery but died. The other members of his crew survived the war in captivity.

Karel KUNKA is remembered as one of the victims of Nazism on the plaque located on the building of the Municipal Authorities in Oslavany. His
last flight is mentioned, even though not quite correctly, in the book called “Het Mysterie van de L 7788.”

Prvni prislusnik 311. €s. bombardovaci peruté padly v boiji

Sgt Karel Kunka

Narozen 27. cervence 1913, Oslavany, okres Brno—-venkov, Jihomoravsky kraj
Padl 25. zari 1940, Haag, Nizozemi

Radéji smrt, nez zajeti

Nevréatil se z naletu na Berlin, ani ne dva tydny po zahédjeni operac¢nich letti 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté. Jeho letoun byl poskozen flakem a musel
nouzove pristat. Prvni ¢ast osadky byla zatCena jiz rano, druha cast, ve které byl Karel Kunka, se schovavala jesté dalsi den. Kdyz byla obklicena,
Karel Kunka se smrtelné postrelil raketovou pistoli. Byl operovén, ale zemrel. Ostatni ¢lenové jeho osddky valku prezili v zajeti.

Karel Kunka je vzpomenut mezi obétmi nacismu na desce umisténé na budové meéstského aradu v Oslavanech. Jeho posledni let, i kdyZ ne zcela

spravné, je zminén v knize ,,Het Mysterie van de L 7788

Oslavany 1935, from the left: Am4lie HORAKOVA, Karel KUN-
KA, unknown, Otto SCHALLINGER, unknown. One of the
girls could be Gerda SCHALLINGEROVA. During World War
I, Otto and Gerda were sent to Terezin and subsequently to
the extermination camp in Majdanek. They have never come
back. Archive of Karel Hel. / Oslavany 1935, zleva: Amdlie Hord-
kovd, Karel Kunka, nezndmd, Otto Schallinger, nezndmd. Jednim
z dévcat miiZe byt Gerda Schallingerovd. Otto i Gerda byli za druhé
svétové vdlky odesldni do Terezina a z néj do vyhlazovactho tdbora
Majdanek. Nikdy se nevrdtili. Archiv Karla Hela.

Karel KUNKA as a soldier of the pre-war Czechoslovak Army. Ar-
chive of Karel Hel. / Karel Kunka jako vojdk predvdlecné ceskosloven-
ské armddy. Archiv Karla Hela.

Night Reaper — the most successful Czechoslovakian fighter pilot

F/Lt Karel Kuttelwascher, DFC and Bar
Born on 23" September 1916, Svaty Kfiz, Havlicklv Brod District, Vysocina Region
Died on 17" August 1959, Truro, Cornwall, Great Britain

He became a successful fighter pilot thanks to the Night Intruder operations. The pilots would fly without radars, using only maps, destroying
German aircraft over their territory. Overall, Karel KUTTELWASCHER shot down eighteen German planes. In October 1942, he was withdrawn
from combat as a very successful fighter pilot, after which he also worked as a test pilot. After the communist putsch in 1948, he too emigrated
back to Great Britain.

In 2009, a memory plaque in his memory was unveiled in the house he was born at. In 2011, a monument in his memory was unveiled in his home-
town. His life is described in a book by his son-in-law Roger DARLINGTON called “Night Hawk” (in Czech known as “No¢ni jest¥ab”) In 1943, dur-
ing his promotion tour, a comics about his life was published in the USA. One of the streets at the Prague residential quarter of Cerny Most has
been named after him.

Nocni znec — ceskoslovensky letec s nejvice sestrely

F/Lt Karel Kuttelwascher, DFC and Bar
Narozen 23. zafi 1916, Svaty Kfiz, okres Havlickuv Brod, Kraj Vysocina
Zemrel 17. srpna 1959, Truro, Cornwall, Velka Britanie

Uspésnym stihaem se stal diky operacim Night Intruder. Piloti 1étali bez radaru, jen s mapou a niéili némecké letouny nad jejich tizemim. Karel
Kuttelwascher jich nejen takto sesttelil osmnact. V rijnu 1942 byl, jako velmi ispésny stihac, stazen z bojt a ptisobil mimo jiné jako zalétavaci pilot.
I on po komunistickém prevratu v roce 1948 emigroval zpatky do Velké Britanie.

Na jeho rodném domé mu byla v roce 2009 odhalena pamétni deska, v roce 2011 mu byl v jeho rodné obci odhalen paméatnik. Jeho Zivot popisuje
kniha jeho zeté Rogera Darlingtona ,,Night Hawk", v eStiné znama jako ,No¢ni jestrdb“. V roce 1943 byl v USA béhem jeho propagac¢ni cesty vydan
komiks o jeho Zivoté. Na prazském sidliSti Cerny Most je po ném pojmenovéna jedna z ulic.
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As leader of A flight, 1 Squadron. July 1942, Tangmere airbase. He
achieved most of his shot down in this plane. Archive of Vee Darling-
ton. / Jako velitel A. flightu 1. peruté v kabiné svého kanénového Hurricanu
JX-E v ¢ervnu 1942 na zdkladné RAF Tangmere. S nim dosdhl vétsiny ze
svych 18 vzdusnych vitézstvi. Archiv Vee Darlington.

75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF
/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF
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