The 1960s were a time of increasing freedom in Czechoslovakia. Although the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia remained the governing party. One of the better manifestations of this era was
the first attempt at rehabilitation of former airmen for the wrongs perpetrated in the forties and fif-
ties. Some rehabilitations were at least completed, taking into considering the possibilities, even
though they could not, by far, make up for the damage done, whereas others just faded away.

Sedesata léta byla v Ceskoslovensku dobou uvolnéni. Jednim z lepSich projevi této éry byl prvni
pokus o rehabilitace byvalych letcl za pfikofi zplisobena ve ¢tyficatych a padesatych letech. Né-
které byly alespon s ohledem na moznosti dokonceny, i kdyz zdaleka nemohly od¢init to, co bylo
zplisobeno, jiné vyznély do ztracena.

Invitation for Richard HUSMANN, former member with the
311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron, and the 3¢ Czechoslovak Battle Avi-
ation Regiment in the USSR, to the awarding of honorary titles of
e “Merited Military Airman of the Czechoslovakia’. The ceremony
took place on 8 November 1968 (three months after the occupation
by the forces of the Warsaw Pact) in the hall of the Military Politics
Academy of Klement Gottwald. Archive of Zuzana Husmannova.

NACELNIiK HLAVNI SPRAVY LETECTVA A VOJSK PVOS - ZASTUPCE MINISTRA NARODNI OBRANY

SLAVNOSTNI PREDANI CESTNYCH TITULU

»ZASLOUZILY VOJENSKY LETEC CSSR«
: Pozvanka pro Richarda Husmanna, byvalého prislusnika 311. ¢s.
bombardovaci peruté a 3. ¢s. bitevniho leteckého pluku v SSSR
na udileni ¢estnych tituldl ,Zaslouzily vojensky letec CSSR*. Ce-
remonial se konal 8. listopadu 1968 (tfi mésice po okupaci Cesko-
slovenska vojsky Varsavské smlouvy) v sile Vojenské politické
akademie Klementa Gottwalda. Archiv Zuzany Husmannové.

které se kona v patek 8. listopadu 1968 v 10.00 hodin, ve slavnostnim sale Vojenské politické akademie Klementa Gottwalda

Also, at that time, articles exploring the theme of our resistance in the RAF, began appear-
ing. Lectures were held with former members of the RAF, even in military units.

V té dobé se zacaly takeé objevovat clanky s tematikou naseho odboje v RAF, konaly se besedy
s byvalymi prislusniky RAF, a to dokonce ve vojenskych utvarech.

Frantisek Fajtl
Sestrelen
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In magazine for youth people “ABC” was issued a paper cutout of
spitfire fighter.
Special bout aviation, winter 1988

V Casopise pro mladez ,,ABC” vysel letecky specidl, jehoZz soucasti
byla vystrihovanka stihacky spitfire.
Letecky specidl, zima 1988

At the time some books on the subject began to be published. For exam-
ple, Vilém BUFKA, a former pilot of the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron
broke his silence in the book “Bomber T-2990 se odmléel”, the new edi-
tion of the book FAJTL s “Shot Down” and also the legendary book “Rid-
ers in the Sky”.

V této dobé zacaly vychdzet nékteré knihy s touto tematikou, napriklad
,2Bombardér T-2990 se odmlcel” Viléma Bufky, byvalého pilota 311. ¢s.
bombardovaci peruté, nové vydani Fajtlovy knihy ,,Sestfelen” a rovnéz
ilegenddrni kniha ,Nebesti jezdci”.

In 1968, an equally successful film of the same name was made
based on this book, and which became the first Czechoslovak film
about the Czechoslovak airmen with the RAF. Many war veterans
participated in the shooting.

The photo shows the scene of the injured airman’s return to his
crew. On the photograph: Josef VASA, Ji#{ KAPLICKY (later a well-
known architect), Jiti BEDNAR and Jiti HRZAN. Author of the
photo: Zdenék Dukat.

Vroce 1968 byl podle této knihy natocen prvni ceskoslovensky film
o ceskoslovenskych prislusnicich RAF. Na jeho naticeni se podile-
lo mnoho véale¢nych veterand.

Fotografie zachycuje scénu navratu zranéného letce zpatky do
posadky. Na fotografii zleva: Josef Vasa, Jifi Kaplicky (pozdéji
zndmy architekt), Ji¥{ Bednat a Ji¥{ Hrzdn. Autor fotografie: Zde-
nék Dukat.

Scene from the movie “Fistsin the dark”. VildaJAKS as played by Marek VASUT attacks at a film version of Kurt SCHALLER.
National Film Archive. Author of photo: Milo§ Schmiedberger.
© OOA-S - www.o00as.cz, 2015

V této dobé byl rovnéz natocen film Pésti ve tmé. Vilda Jaks v poddni Marka Vasuta uito¢i na filmového Kurta Schallera.
Nérodni filmovy archiv. Autor fotografie: Milos Schmiedberger.
© OOA-S - www.00as.cz, 2015

Rehabilitation and Commemoration of Former RAF Airmen

Rehabilitace a pfipominani byvalych prislusniku RAF

However, after 21°* August 1968, when Warsaw Pact troops began to occupy Czechoslo-
vakia, it was the end of any other similar efforts and activities. Only in the 1980s did former
Czechoslovak RAF members begin to be commemorated. This was not, however, to any great
extent, since the communist regime still endured in Czechoslovakia, but at least several
books were published on the subject. And in magazine for youth people “ABC" was issued
a paper cutout of spitfire fighter.

Nicméné po 21. srpnu 1968, kdy vojska VarSavské smlouvy zatala okupovat Ceskoslovensko,
byl jakymkoliv dalsim podobnym snaham a aktivitdm konec. Az v osmdesatych letech zacali
byt byvali ceskoslovensti prislusnici RAF pripominani. Ne sice ve velké mirfe, komunisticky rezim
v Ceskoslovensku stale trval, ale bylo vydano alespori nékolik knih s touto tematikou. ABC Av éasopise
pro mladez ,ABC" vySel letecky special, jehoz souéasti byla vystifihovanka stihacky spitfire.

On 17t November 1989 a series of events commenced, which today we call the “Velvet Revolu-
tion”, the result of which was the fall of the Communist Party of the Czech Republic and the return
of democracy. The Rehabilitations commenced in the 1990s were not just formalities. Their goal
was to compensate the injured war veterans as much as possible for what they had suffered.

17. listopadu 1989 byl zahajen sled udalosti, které dnes nazyvame ,.Sametova revoluce”, jejimz
vysledkem byl pad Komunistické strany Ceskoslovenska a navrat demokracie. Rehabilitace zahaje-
ne v 90. letech nebyly jen formalni. Cilem bylo valecné veterany odskodnit za to, co protrpéli.

VELITELSTVI LETECTVA A PVO chramsy Vita, Pdt@k 7. KVetna’as, 10ned.
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Invitation to the ceremonial opening of the book of fallen Czechoslo-
vak airmen 1939-1945, which took place on 7 May 1993 at the St. Vitus
Cathedral. The book is available here for viewing to this day.

Archive of Antonin Nespor.

Another expression of apology for the acts of the former commu-
nist regime was the promotion of former RAF members. This de-
cree promotes retired lieutenant colonel Karel KNAIFL based on
moral and political rehabilitation to the rank of a retired colonel
in memoriam. Karel KNAIFL was pilot with 138 the 138 Squadron.
Archive of Jirina Knaiflova.

Those interested had the opportunity to visit the firs themed ex-
hibitions. There were air shows, in which even war veterans took
part and some even featured warbirds. A number of memorial
meetings were organized.

Pozvanka na slavnostni otevieni knihy padlych ceskoslovenskych letct.
Archiv Antonina Nespora.

Dal$im vyrazem omluvy za ¢iny nékdejsitho komunistického re-
zimu bylo povyseni byvalych ceskoslovenskych letcti RAF. Archiv
Jitiny Knaiflové.

Zéjemci mohli navstivit prvni tematické vystavy. Konaly se letecké
dny, kterych se Gcastnili i vale¢ni veterani a na kterych bylo moz-
né vidét i letouny druhé svétové valky. Bylo organizovano mnoz-
stvi vzpominkovych setkani.

At the same time, memorials were unveiled. Here mention may be
made, for example, of the memorial to Czechoslovak airmen hon-
oring the fallen between the years 1939-1945, and which is located
in Prague’s ndmésti Svobody and implemented by the Association
of Czechoslovak Foreign Airmen 1939-1945, a plaque for A/M Karel
JANOUSEK, on a house he lived in, in the street U Zelezné lavky in
Prague, a memorial to Czechoslovak airmen in Prostéjov, a plaque
on the house where W/Cdr Alois VASATKO, DFC, DSO was born
in Celdkovice. In the Olsanské hibitovy, a grave was built for the
Czechoslovak former RAF members.

Byly rovnéz odhalovany pamétniky. Napriklad pomnik ceskoslo-
venskym letcim padlym v letech 1939-1945, ktery se nachazi na
prazském namésti Svobody a jehoz realizatorem je Sdruzeni cesko-
slovenskych zahranic¢nich letct11939-1945, pamétni deska A/M Kar-
la Janouska v ulici U Zelezné lavky na domé, ve kterém %il, pomnik
Ceskoslovenskym letcm v Prostéjove, pamétni deska na rodném
domé W/Cdr Aloise Vastka, DFC, DSO v Celékovicich a desitky dal-
$ich. Na prazskych Olsanskych hrbitovech byl vybudovan hrob pro
byvalé ceskoslovenské prislusniky RAF.

Archive of Jan Lehovec

Archiv Jana Lehovce

In the 90s dozens of memorial books began to be published on this topic, and the mem-
ory of the RAF began to appear in other works of culture, such as music. The group Taxmeni
sings about them in several songs, such as “Wrong place for landing,” “Riders in the Sky",
and in the song "Heaven” Anna K, and the country band called Pacific titled one of their songs
“RAF". In 1991, the film “The cemetery for foreigners”, was shot, and ten years later the film
“Dark Blue World", inspired by the stories of many former pilots, was made and dozens of
documentaries have been shot. Also, many lectures were held, at schools and for the public.

V 90. letech vychazely desitky memoarovych knih s touto tematikou, vzpominka na prislusniky
RAF se zacala objevovat i v hudb&. V nékolika pisni¢kach ,Spatny misto pro pfistani”, ,Nebesti jezd-
ci’, o nich zpiva kapela Taxmeni, v pisni¢ce ,Nebe" Anna K, country skupina Pacifik jednu ze svych
pisni¢ek nazvala ,,RAF". V roce 1991 byl natoéen film ,Hibitov pro cizince”, o deset let pozdéji ,Tmavo-
modry svét”, inspirovany pfibéhy mnoha byvalych letcd, byly natoéeny desitky dokumentd. Konaly se

rovnez mnoheé besedy, jak na Skolach, tak i pro verejnost.

75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF
/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF
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